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Dear Friend,

The past months have challenged us in so many ways. Yet despite the COVID-19
pandemic, our commitment to children has remained steadfast as always. Amidst
fast-moving policies, Advocates for Children of New Jersey (ACNJ) has kept a pulse on
the daily new developments and provided families, child care providers and advocacy
partners with resources and tools during these changing times. This included webinars,
guides, fact sheets, blogs and a webpage dedicated to COVID-19 updates. And when
state leaders were determining next steps for policy decisions, ACNJ made sure that
the voices of children and families were heard.

Cecilia Zalkind

President & CEO As a result, child care is now part of the conversation in our state’s economic recovery.
Recognizing the importance of supporting the workforce behind the workforce,
Governor Murphy dedicated $313 million in federal funding to support New Jersey’s
child care system during the pandemic. In addition, we kept up the drumbeat on the
importance of counting every New Jersey resident in the Census, exceeding the state’s
1990, 2000 and 2010 self-response rates.

Our wins are the direct result of your support, your voice and your advocacy.
Though this is a challenging time, it is also a time of opportunity. We have seen
sound policymaking and funding decisions from state leaders in the midst of this
pandemic. We have seen child protective services and the courts move to a virtual
system, working diligently to ensure that children are safe and healthy and keeping

Sara Thom . . .
Chair, Board of parents engaged in the process. Still, there is much more work to be done. We look

forward to reimagining child care, advancing positive policies and creating brighter
futures for New Jersey’s children.
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December January
® ACNJ's 4th annual celebration focused on The Murphy Administration announces a
the 2020 Census and the once-in-a-decade 50 percent reduction in copayments for par-
opportunity to make kids count. The event also ents who receive state child care assistance, February
honored child care providers and advocates across saving NJ families $23 million per year. .
the state, whose stories provided a powerful A (] Senatg President Steve Sweene_y speaks at the South
narrative to help ACNJ make the case for legislati PP o EI’ y 9 jl' Tl ] Jersey Kids Count Forum, a gathering of more than 100
increased state child care funding. gislation, which incluges eliminating community advocates to discuss the latest data surrounding
mandatory minimums and fines as a penalty children in the Garden State.

for juvenile offenders, as well as improving the

standards governing parole and revocation. ® ACNJ emphasizes the importance of the Census to the

Assembly Women and Children Legislative Committee at

ACNJ and its partners at the National the Statehouse. In response to our testimony, Assembly-
Inst!tute for Early Educ?tlon Research (NIEER) woman Gabriela Mosquera (D-Camden, Gloucester) sponsored
begin parent/community outreach efforts two resolutions to increase Census participation.

with the NJPTA, the County Councils for Young
Children and the New Jersey School Boards
Association, resulting in more districts applying
for public preschool funding than ever before.

N3J Pumps Up Its Efforts for Complete
Honorees left to right: Winifred Smith-Jenkins (Director, Zadie’s Early Childhood Center), Colleen Hicks (parent advocate), Co_qnt on 2020 Census
Jamila Jendayi (parent advocate), Heidi Zaentz (Director, Monmouth Day Care), Naome Dunnell (parent advocate), S e e
Carl Boyd (parent advocate). Honorees not pictured: Jesse Burns (Executive Director, League of Women Voters of NJ), Gor
Valerie Frost-Lewis (Director, Peppermint Tree Child Development Center), Tracy Miller (parent advocate), Mahasin Parker count

(parent advocate), Sister Donna Minster (Director, Camden County Department of Children Services), Candace Raymond w6 in e

(Director, Happy Today and Bright Tomorrow Child Care Center). /
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Navigating the Changing
Landscape of the Pandemic

Going the

Distance for
Children

14,000+

visits to ACNJ’s
COVID-19 resource
webpages

How can we keep children, families and child
child care staff safe while parents return to
work during the pandemic? How will the needs
of students with disability services be met in the 2020-
2021 school year? How can professionals supporting
families recognize and tune in to their own needs during

22 ACNJ-hosted webinars, with
more than 5,000 attendees

247 parents/caregivers
and professionals receiving
information and assistance
regarding the education
rights of children

40O parents, caregivers
and advocates trained on
education law and advocacy

4 ’ 83 O early childhood
champions engaged in
direct advocacy

® Newark Kids Count 2020 provides a
snapshot of child well-being in the state's
largest city. The report features a special

section on the importance of the Census.

April

these changing and uncertain times? ACNJ answered these
questions and more by providing resources and webinars to

empower parents and professionals who work directly with children.

Virtual Events and Webinars: = = = = m - mm e ;- = = = = -

Child Care/Early Childhood

@ Child Care and COVID-19:
FACEBOOK LIVE Q & A on
Financial Resources

@ Session II Live Q &A Child Care
and COVID-19: State and
Federal Supports

@ Session I1T Understanding
Unemployment — Benefits for
the Child Care Community

@ Reopening Child Care in New Jersey
Webinar Series I Creating a Blue-
print for Reopening

@ Reopening Child Care in New Jersey
Webinar Series II Operation
Readiness: Implementing the
New Guidelines

@ Reopening Child Care in New Jersey
Webinar Series III Employer Rights:
Getting your Staff Back to Work

Reopening
Child Care

Operation
Readiness:
T

WATCH LIVE ON FACEBOOK

® On National Census Day
(April 1), ACNJ encourages
Garden State residents to

@ACNJFORKIDS

May

@ Family Child Care Summit Webinar

@ Unlocking Potential, A Roadmap
to Making NJ the Safest, Healthiest
and Most Supportive Place to
Give Birth and Raise a Family

@ Child Care and the Pandemic:
A Virtual Parent Town Hall
Discussion

@ Panel of Motherhood: The
Revision of Birth, Bringing
Moms to the Table

@ Third Annual Strolling Thunder

@ Teachable Moments at Home:
Educating Our Littlest Learners
in partnership with the Institute
for Families at Rutgers University
School of Social Work

@ CACFP 101 for Child Care
Programs

June

@ In partnership with Programs for
Parents, ACNJ launches the Reopening
Child Care in NJ webinar series, discussing
the nuts and bolts of implementing the new
health and safety guidelines, as well as pre-
paring families to return to their classrooms.

Newark

. Kids Count
2020

@ At the start of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, ACNJ calls for closures of child
care centers across NJ, while also urging
the state to address the immediate needs
of the state's fragile child care system.

® ACNJ hosts the first of many
webinars equipping child care pro-
viders with the resources and tools
they need to help navigate unemploy-
ment and small business loans.

“make it count,” hosting live
streamed book readings and
an "ask me anything about the
Census" live Q & A session.

® Beginning with the offices
of Sen. Bob Menedez and
Rep. Albio Sires, ACNJ hosts

its first series of congressional
visits, allowing child care
providers to share their stories
of how COVID-19 has devastated
the child care industry.

ACNJ facilitates a virtual
meeting between child care
providers and state officials,
including commissioners from
the NJ Departments of Children
and Families and Human Services,
on the important role child care
plays in rebuilding our economy.

lights from NI First Lady
Tammy Murphy’s response to Unlotking Potential

ACNJ and NJ Association for
the Education of Young Children
use feedback from child care
educators to provide the
Murphy administration with
policy recommendations,
resulting in a state reopening
plan that includes $20 million
in health and safety grants for
child care and youth programs.

UNLOCKING T
DTENTIAL /(SIS

New Jorsery the Safest,
Healthiest and Most

® ACNJ's release of
Unlocking Potential,
funded by the
Pritzker Children's
Initiative, announces
a statewide plan to
expand services to
27,000 more infants
and toddlers in
low-income families
by 2023.



View ACNJ’s webinars

by visiting acnj.org

Census

@ The Census is Here: What You
Need to Know

@ Facebook Live Chat: We Count
Book Reading

@ Making New Jersey Count: The
Media’s Role in the 2020 Census

@ Special Reading of We Count With
Diane Davis

@ Census Push Week — Crash Course
in Event Planning

Child Safety and Well-Being

@® #WeCan: A Discussion with the
NJ Department of Children and
Families and Prevent Child Abuse
New Jersey Preserving Connections
and Preventing Child Abuse During
COVID-19

@ Attunement and Resiliency in the
Midst of Uncertainty in partnership
with the Institute for Families at
Rutgers University School of
Social Work

@ The Role of the Mental Health
Clinician

@ New Jersey Department of
Children and Families 2020 Fall

Forum Discussions

® To discuss ideas and advance o
policy recommendations for THUNDER
strengthening family child care, — _ .. 2=
ACNJ convenes a virtual NJ Family

Child Care Summit.

® ACNJ helps organize and
testify on the impact of
COVID-19 on child care before
members of the Assembly
Women and Children
Committee.

Reimagine Child Care is launched.

It’s time to
Reimagine child care
inNew Jersey

July

® NJ's Strengthened Paid
Family Leave goes into effect,
allowing parents more time to
bond with their newborns.

August

ACNJ's third annual Strolling
Thunder NJ 2020, held virtually,
reaches more than 1,500 early child-
hood advocates across the state.

Driving Think Babies™ advocacy
efforts at the state and federal level

Right at the start of the pandemic,
ACNJ addressed the immediate needs
of the state’s child care system when
parents, providers and policymakers
were looking for guidance, and
provided essential information for
planning and decision-making.
Through online surveys, phone calls
and social media, we engaged parents
and caregivers to share their first-hand
experiences. These stories helped fuel
our effective advocacy efforts and
elevate the conversation.

Even before the pandemic, a
significant part of ACNJ’s work
focused on early childhood
advocacy, pushing lawmakers to
Think Babies when making
decisions. We are a proud partner
of the national ZERO TO THREE
Think Babies Campaign and the
Pritzker Children’s Initiative. At
the state level, ACNJ is also the
lead advocacy organization in the
Reimagine Child Care Campaign,
advocating for affordable high-quality
infant and toddler child care for every
New Jersey child.

September

® Governor Murphy signs a $32.7
billion FY2021 budget into law. The
budget also allocated $250, which
covers all planned spending between
October 1,2020 through June 30, 2021.
State funding includes:
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- Expansion of the state’s Earned
Income Tax Credit (EITC) to include
more young adults,

—$10 million for preschool expansion,

- $25 million in extraordinary special
education funding for school districts,

—$3 million to school lunch aid to make
meals free for more students, and

—$5 million to the lead hazard
remediation fund.

The budget also includes $250 million
in federal dollars to address child care
during the pandemic, including

$150 million in tuition assistance

wnEMacinEchildcare for school-aged children (ages 5-13).

1,179 survey
responses from
parents and child
care providers

3,000+ early
childhood profes-
sionals participating
in ACNJ’s webinars aimed
at helping our essential
child care sector navigate
unemployment, small
business loans and

60 child care
providers attending
Zoom meetings
with aides from
11 congressional
districts

<
3,000+
messages of
support urging
Congress to
fund child
care

reopening

$313 million
in federal funding
allocated to address
child care during
the pandemic

December

@ Join us for our annual breakfast for
an insightful and inspiring discussion
on racial equity and child advocacy in
the current political climate. The event
features Bruce Lesley (President, First
Focus on Children), Dr. Myra Jones-Taylor
(Chief Policy Officer, ZERO TO THREE) and
Michael Hill (News Correspondent).

Visit acnj.org to register.

® The release of ACNJ's 2020 NJ Kids
Count County Pocket Guide not only
measures the state of children in each of
the 21 counties, but also serves as a
baseline to track the effects of the
pandemic moving forward.
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I'm a NJ CENSUS Champion

Ask Me!

Census2020NJ.org |

Spearheading the statewide non-profit Census coalition,
ACNJ worked tirelessly with national groups, state officials
and community leaders to ensure an accurate count in the
2020 Census.

NJ’s Final 2020 Census
Self-Response Rate:

69.5%

beating out its rates
in 2010, 2000
and 1990.

We crisscrossed the state presenting to county/local governments,
state legislators, early childhood stakeholder groups and advocates.

When it became clear that in-person outreach events were no longer feasible due to COVID,

we pivoted. Instead of promoting the Census inside classrooms, during church services,

city functions, parades and at non-profit events, we used social media and digital messaging

to get the word out that everybody counts.

Census by the Numbers

3 0] participants who joined ACNJ’s Census webinar for local media,
leading to articles and news clips in English, Spanish and more.

3 00O+ census trainings and presentations across all of New Jersey’s 21 counties.
1 ’ 8 8 6 viewers in ACNJ’s storytelling of the Census children’s book, “We Count,”
including a guest reading from Broadway actor Diane Davis, who plays

Ginny Potter in the production Harry Potter and the Cursed Child.

10 D) OO O text messages sent to encourage Census response.

100 ’ O OO+ census outreach materials distributed.

ACNJ Census Outreach Associates Weslyne Zizzamia (left) and
Miguelina Maldonado (right) at an outreach event.

Advocates for Children of New Jersey (ACN.J) is the trusted, Wa nt tO CO nn eCt
independent voice putting children’s needs first for more .
than 40 years. A cornerstone of ACNJ's success is our Wi t h AC NJ ?

independence. We are non-partisan and accept no state
funding for advocacy, giving us the freedom to speak up
for children who have no voice and no vote.

Our work results in:

@ better laws and policies,

® more effective funding and

@ stronger services for children and families.

This means more children are given the chance
to grow up safe, healthy and educated.

@ACNJForKids www.achj.org



https://www.acnj.org

A heartfelt thank you to all of our supporters for your steadfast dedication

to New Jersey’s children and for your generous donations to ACNJ in 2019.
Our work would not be possible without you.

Foundations and Grants
Alliance for Early Success
IOLTA Fund of the Bar of NJ
Henry & Marilyn Taub Foundation
Maher Charitable Foundation
Merancas Foundation, Inc.
My Brother’s Keeper Newark
Pritzker Children’s Initiative
Partners for America’s Children
Prudential Foundation
Redlich Horwitz Foundation
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Russell Berrie Foundation
The Annie E. Casey Foundation
The Burke Foundation
The Fund for New Jersey
The Nicholson Foundation
The Schumann Fund for New Jersey
The Smith Family Foundation

of New Jersey
Turrell Fund
Victoria Foundation
Zero to Three National Center for

Infants, Toddlers and Families

$2,500 and Over

Barbara Gollan

Rita & Stuart Grant*

Laura & John Overdeck*

PSE&G Foundation*

The Nicholson Foundation*

Richard Trenk & The Victor and
Pearl Tumpeer Foundation Trust*

Alan & Cecilia Zalkind*

$1,000 - $2,499

Darrin W. Anderson, Sr., Ph.D.*
Teresa Buccarelli*

College of Education and Human

Services, Montclair State University*

Mary Coogan & Stephen Reuning*
David Earling & Maria Nicolo
Richard H. Flyer, M.D.

Brett and Sue Flynn Family
Foundation*

F. Lee & Lisa Forrester*

Elizabeth Ingriselli

Samuel G. Huber and
Catherine Weiss

Robert Jones

Charles and Mary Macksoud

Matthew Melmed

Frank Messineo (Solutions
Architechture)*

Richard M. Meth, Esqg.*

Princeton Public Affairs Group*

Robert & Cynthia Rice*

Ronald and Samira Shalhoub

Kendell Sprott, J.D., M.D.*

Melissa Tassé, Ph.D. J & The Honey
Bee Foundation*

Sara Thom and Marc Hanes*

Richard Trenk, Esq.*

The Frederick W.H. Fischer Fund of
the Community Foundation of
New Jersey

Turrell Fund*

$500 - $999

Marcia Bennett

Arturo Brito, M.D., MPH

Kathryn A. Brock

Coalition of Infant/Toddler
Educators (CITE)*

Henry Alfred Coleman, Ph.D.

Diane Dellanno

Amanda L. DiScala*

Laurence E. Fundler, Esq./
Jola Coffee*

Gail L. Houlihan*

Thomas & Michelle King

Reginald Lewis*

James Louis, Esq.

Colleen Maguire

Michael Malinowski & Tri-M Co., Inc

José Carlos Montes, M.Div.*

New Jersey Association for Infant

Mental Health*

NJ Association for the Education
of Young Children*

NJ YMCA State Alliance*

James and Nancy Quinn

Oliver Quinn

Evelyn Rivera

Michael K. Sheehan

Katherine Shoemaker

Inge Pihl Spungen

Robert & Mary Sterling*

Lorri Sullivan

Statewide Network for New Jersey's
Afterschool Community*

The Concord Advisory Group*

Gerard Thiers*

Charles Venti*

$250 -$499

American Charities - NJECC
ASAH*

Michelle Begina

Philip and Lisa Caton
Bonnie & Michael Carter
Ronald Chalusian
Jessica de Koninck
Maurice Elias, Ph.D.
Joanne Fillimon

Martin Fox

Vito & Marie Gagliardi
Stephanie Hutton
Joseph & Nancy Irenas
Harry Katz

Kate & Bruce Lee

Gina Lucas

Dennis McCarthy
Laurie Navin

Domenick Pascarella
Roberta Polton

James & Nancy Quinn
Maureen & Ciro Scalera
Jonne Travaglini
Lorene Wilkerson

Rose Zeltser

$1-$249
Jamy Bartin
Michelle Bell
Lila Bernstein
Melanie Besculides
Michelle Bobrow
Beatrice Bork
Michelle Brown
Michael C. Bright, Sr.
Anthony Cingire
Mary Connolly
Brenda Considine
Edith Coogan
Chris Martin Cottino
Peggy Cowan
Tirusha Dave
Amanda DiScala
Ellen Kelly Donati
Judith Dorphley
Jo Ann Dow-Breslin
Corinne Driver
Lorraine D'Sylva-Lee
Molly Dunn
Douglas Eagles
Faheemah El Amin
Susan C. Esquilin, Ph.D.
Katherine Farley
Catherine Felegi
Isabelle S. Felix
Martin A. Finkel, D.O.
Judith Forbes
Leah Fox
Steven Gerszberg
Amy P. Goerl
Alexis Goldman
Sandra Goldstein
Diana Grisi
Suni Hagiwarz
Charles Lee Harp, Jr.
Liam Harte
Cathryn Hendon
Colleen Hicks
Jennifer R. Hill
Larisa Holderied
Michael Houlihan
Nancy Johnson & Larry Filler
JP Morgan Chase Foundation
Tarika Daftary Kapur
Edgar Kaplan
Kenneth Kayser
Trudy June Kemp
Liza Kirschenbaum
KPMG
Philomise LaGuerre
Nancy Lauter
Adele LaTourette
Maureen P. Lawrence
Jane S. Leal
Heather LeClair
Lana Lee
Martin and Audrey Lepelstat
Charitable Trust
Debra Levy
Frances A. Licht
Melissa Litwin
Mark Lowenthal, Psy.D.
James Lukenda and Maura Lockhart

* Donors who also supported ACNJ’s 2019 annual breakfast.
We have made every effort to ensure the information contained on this page is accurate and complete. If you were an
ACNJ supporter in 2019, but find that your name has been omitted, mispelled or listed under an incorrect heading,

please contact us at (973) 643-3876.

Michael Luft

Beverly Lynn

William Maher

Steven & Amy Marcus
Ann Beth Martin

Valerie Y. Mauriello
Shauna Murray

Cynthia B. Newman
Arlene Novak

Julie O'Brien

Brendan O’Flaherty
Robin Peacock

Cornelia Peckman and Allan Reiss
Joseph A. Pendergast
Judith Perkus

Maria Pinho

Nicholas Plotnikoff
Leslie Snell Pollard
Sheldon & Linda Presser
Richmond Rabinowitz
Barbara Reisman & Eric Scherzer
Antoinette Richardson
Jennifer Robinson, Ed.D.
Michelle Roers
Francesca Seidita
Sandra C. Shipman
John Gordon Slater
Cynthia A. Soete
Joseph Sommers & Annette Crowley
Thomas Spychalski
Annette Strickland
Edgardo L. Suarez
Joseph Suozzo

Meghan Tavormina
Elmoria Thomas

Jessica Tobiason

Paul Tractenberg

Cathy Wasserman, Esq.
Linnea Weiland

Heidi Zaentz

Thomas Zsiga

Rebekka Zydel
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