Still No Room for Babies:
Child Care Staffing Crisis Impacts Supply of
Infant-Toddler Child Care

March 2023

Having access to a robust supply of high-quality licensed child care
near their home or workplace is an essential support for working
parents. Licensed child care programs not only offer parents a safe
and reliable child care option while they work, but they can also be
a valuable source of early education during the critically important
first three years, laying the foundation for healthy development and
success in school and life. Statewide, more than 207,000 children
under age three live in families where both parents work, meaning
they will be in need of some form of child care.

However, according to a recent survey conducted by Infant-Toddler Child Care in New Jersey
Advocates for Children of New Jersey regarding the As of March 2022
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1. 2015-2019 American Community Survey, Public Use Microdata Sample Child Care Rated by Grow NJ Kids

2. Help Wanted! Child Care Staffing Crisis Means Still No Room for Babies, ACNJ August 2022

Recommendations to address the shortage of high-quality infant-toddler child care

0 Develop creative policy and legislative options aimed at increasing compensation and benefits
for child care staff.

0 Ensure the successful implementation of Thriving by Three, a grant program signed into law in
2022 to incentivize the development of child care programs for infants and toddlers.

O Raise the infant-toddler child care subsidy reimbursement rate to enable child care programs to
increase salaries that will help to attract and retain staff to work in the infant-toddler classroom.

0 Consider new options to strengthen and expand New Jersey’s family child care system.

For more information, visit acnj.org to download a copy of Still No Room for Babies (March 2023) and County Profiles.
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N]J Legislative District 25 Infant-Toddler Child Care Availability As of March 2022
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Infants and Toddlers All Parentsin  Willing To Typically

Toddlers Workforce Serve Serve
Toddlers System)

Boonton Town and Twp. 0 422 303 0 0 0% 0 0
Butler Boro 1 230 165 36 22 13% 0 0
Dover Town 2 591 424 92 45 11% 2 2
Harding Twp. 0 68 49 0 0 0% 0 0
Jefferson Twp. (including

Lake Hopatcong and Oak 8 523 375 238 181 48% 4 2
Ridge)

Kinnelon Boro 0 224 161 0 0 0% 0 0
Madison Boro 4 417 299 183 156 52% 2 2
Mendham Boro and Twp. 0 214 153 0 0 0% 0 0
Mine Hill Twp. 1 119 85 53 30 35% 0 0
Morris Twp. 0 696 499 0 0 0% 0 0
Morristown 9 733 526 360 313 60% 3 3
Mount Arlington 0 161 115 0 0 0% 0 0
Randolph Twp. 4 780 559 232 182 33% 1 0
Rockaway Boro 6 213 153 249 165 108% 0 0
Rockaway Twp. 0 742 532 0 0 0% 0 0
Victory Gardens 0 51 37 0 0 0% 0 0
West Milford Twp.

(including Hewitt, Newfoundland 7 566 355 212 165 47% 2 1
and Oak Ridge)

Wharton Boro 1 212 152 35 23 15% 1 1
All Municipalities 43 6,962 4,941 1,690 1,282 26% 15 11

Infant-Toddler Child Care Deserts *
Number of municipalities in the district that are infant-toddler child care deserts: 11
Percent of district that is a child care desert: 61%

*An infant-toddler desert is any municipality with more than 50 children under age 3 that contains either no child care providers or so few op-
tions that there is less than 20% of available slots for infants-toddlers that are likely to need child care because all parents in the home are em-
ployed.

"Cannot find any staff to work, the once want to work are asking too much
money.” Wharton Child Care Center Director

"We have one classroom not in use due to enrollment/ needing a lead teacher.” Randolph Child Care Center

"We are turning this age group away because of 2 reasons: One [reason] is employees are asking for over
$15 an hour and we can't afford it. If we charge higher rates then parents will not come since they can't
afford it. Second reason is we can't find people who want to work in this sector.”- Oak Ridge Child Care
Center Director
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