Still No Room for Babies:
Child Care Staffing Crisis Impacts Supply of
Infant-Toddler Child Care

March 2023

Having access to a robust supply of high-quality licensed child care
near their home or workplace is an essential support for working
parents. Licensed child care programs not only offer parents a safe
and reliable child care option while they work, but they can also be
a valuable source of early education during the critically important
first three years, laying the foundation for healthy development and
success in school and life. Statewide, more than 207,000 children
under age three live in families where both parents work, meaning
they will be in need of some form of child care.

However, according to a recent survey conducted by Infant-Toddler Child Care in New Jersey
Advocates for Children of New Jersey regarding the As of March 2022
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1. 2015-2019 American Community Survey, Public Use Microdata Sample Child Care Rated by Grow NJ Kids

2. Help Wanted! Child Care Staffing Crisis Means Still No Room for Babies, ACNJ August 2022

Recommendations to address the shortage of high-quality infant-toddler child care

0 Develop creative policy and legislative options aimed at increasing compensation and benefits
for child care staff.

0 Ensure the successful implementation of Thriving by Three, a grant program signed into law in
2022 to incentivize the development of child care programs for infants and toddlers.

O Raise the infant-toddler child care subsidy reimbursement rate to enable child care programs to
increase salaries that will help to attract and retain staff to work in the infant-toddler classroom.

0 Consider new options to strengthen and expand New Jersey’s family child care system.

For more information, visit acnj.org to download a copy of Still No Room for Babies (March 2023) and County Profiles.
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NJ Legislative District 24 Infant-Toddler Child Care Availability As of March 2022

Total Percent of Number of
Number Estimated Number of Number of Centers
Total Slots e Number of
of Number of Infants and Infants and Participating in Centers

Centers ALTLLLIACY Infants and Toddlers Toddlers Typically GNIJK (NJ’s
Rated by
GNJK

Municipali Inf Availabl
unicipality Serving nair;ts Toddlers with  Centers are Centers fo‘rITrln‘aabn:s Quality Rating
Infants All Parents in Willing To Typically and

and Toddiers Workforce Serve Serve To::fe rs Improvement
Toddlers System)

Allamuchy Twp. 0 118 83 0 0 0% 0 0
Andover Boro & Twp. 1 148 96 32 19 20% 0 0
Branchville Boro 0 19 12 0 0 0% 0 0
Byram Twp. 0 207 134 0 0 0% 0 0
Chester Boro and Twp. 1 217 156 34 34 22% 0 0
Frankford Twp. (inc Augusta) 2 101 66 71 42 64% 0 0
Franklin Boro 0 125 81 0 0 0% 0 0
Fredon Twp. 0 79 51 0 0 0% 0 0
Green Twp. (inc. Greendell) 1 112 73 16 15 21% 0 0
Hamburg Boro 1 83 54 19 19 35% 0 0
Hampton Twp. 0 136 88 0 0 0% 0 0
Hardyston Twp. (inc. 2 166 108 118 65 60% 1 0
Stockholm)

Hopatcong Boro 1 375 243 20 20 8% 1 1
Independence Twp. 0 122 86 0 0 0% 0 0
Lafayette Twp. 0 69 45 0 0 0% 0 0
Montague Twp. 0 103 67 0 0 0% 0 0
Mount Olive (inc. Budd Lake 7 789 566 358 245 43% 3 )
& Flanders)

Netcong Boro 1 109 78 2 4 5% 0 0
Newton Town 3 243 158 113 88 56% 2 1
Ogdensburg Boro 1 76 49 30 9 18% 0 0
Roxbury Twp. (including

Kenvil, Landing, Ledgewood, 6 619 444 184 165 37% 4 2
Succasunna)

Sandyston Twp. 0 48 31 0 0 0% 0 0
Sparta Twp. 5 489 317 203 153 48% 1 1
Stanhope Boro 3 90 58 70 63 108% 1 1
Stillwater Twp. 0 80 52 0 0 0% 0 0
Sussex Boro 0 53 34 0 0 0% 0 0
Vernon (inc. Highland Lake 4 556 361 83 7 0% 0 0
and Mcafee)

Walpack Twp. 0 1 1 0 0 0% 0 0
Wantage Twp. 1 270 175 30 23 13% 1 0
Washington Twp. 0 381 273 0 0 0% 0 0
All Municipalities 40 5,984 4,041 1,383 1,036 26% 14 8

Infant-Toddler Child Care Deserts *

Number of municipalities in the district that are infant-toddler child care deserts: 20

Percent of district that is a child care desert: 66%

*An infant-toddler desert is any municipality with more than 50 children under age 3 that contains either no child care providers or so few options that
there is less than 20% of available slots for infants-toddlers that are likely to need child care because all parents in the home are employed.
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