Still No Room for Babies:
Child Care Staffing Crisis Impacts Supply of
Infant-Toddler Child Care

March 2023

Having access to a robust supply of high-quality licensed child care
near their home or workplace is an essential support for working
parents. Licensed child care programs not only offer parents a safe
and reliable child care option while they work, but they can also be
a valuable source of early education during the critically important
first three years, laying the foundation for healthy development and
success in school and life. Statewide, more than 207,000 children
under age three live in families where both parents work, meaning
they will be in need of some form of child care.

However, according to a recent survey conducted by Infant-Toddler Child Care in New Jersey
Advocates for Children of New Jersey regarding the As of March 2022
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work in the infant-toddler room. Number of Centers Providing Infant-Toddler 143

1. 2015-2019 American Community Survey, Public Use Microdata Sample Child Care Rated by Grow NJ Kids

2. Help Wanted! Child Care Staffing Crisis Means Still No Room for Babies, ACNJ August 2022

Recommendations to address the shortage of high-quality infant-toddler child care

0 Develop creative policy and legislative options aimed at increasing compensation and benefits
for child care staff.

0 Ensure the successful implementation of Thriving by Three, a grant program signed into law in
2022 to incentivize the development of child care programs for infants and toddlers.

O Raise the infant-toddler child care subsidy reimbursement rate to enable child care programs to
increase salaries that will help to attract and retain staff to work in the infant-toddler classroom.

0 Consider new options to strengthen and expand New Jersey’s family child care system.

For more information, visit acnj.org to download a copy of Still No Room for Babies (March 2023) and County Profiles.
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N]J Legislative District 16 Infant-Toddler Child Care Availability As of March 2022

. Number of
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Number of Total Number of Infants and  Infants and Slots Part::in:\:: in N::\nl:::so
Municipality Centers Number of Infants and Toddlers Toddlers Typically GNIK (N?’s Qfality Rated by
Serving Infants and Toddlers with All Centers are Centers  Available for :
Infants and Toddlers Parents in Willing To Typically Infants and Rating and GNIK
Toddlers Workforce Serve Serve Toddlers Improvement
System)

Branchburg Twp.
(including North Branch) > 349 236 190 181 7% 1 1
Clinton Town and Twp. 3 384 294 124 116 39% 1 1
(including Annandale)
Flemington Boro 7 203 155 323 238 153% 1 0
High Bridge Boro 0 105 80 0 0 0% 0 0
Hillsborough Twp. 14 977 659 760 517 78% 2 2
Lebanon Boro and Twp. 4 158 121 91 89 74% 1 0
Millstone Boro 0 8 5 0 0 0% 0 0
Montgomery Twp.
(including Belle Mead 5 409 276 310 182 66% 0 0
and Skillman)
Princeton Boro and Twp. 8 506 350 405 375 107% 1 1
Raritan Twp. 0 558 427 0 0 0% 0 0
Readington Twp.
(including Whitehouse 2 356 272 72 48 18% 0 0
Station)
Rocky Hill Boro 0 17 11 0 0 0% 0 0
South Brunswick Twp.
(including Dayton,
Kendall Park, and 10 941 582 416 275 47% 3 1
Monmouth Junction)
All Municipalities 58 4,971 3,469 2,691 2,021 58% 10 6

Infant-Toddler Child Care Deserts *

Number of municipalities in the district that are infant-toddler child care deserts: 5
Percent of district that is a child care desert: 38%

*An infant-toddler desert is any municipality with more than 50 children under age 3 that contains either no child care providers or so few options
that there is less than 20% of available slots for infants-toddlers that are likely to need child care because all parents in the home are employed.

“We have issues with finding quality staffing-staffing in general for infants.” - Hillsborough Child Care Center Director

“Retention rate for staff is a big problem even though we are willing to pay $18 and offer 35-40 hours.”
- Montgomery Twp Child Care Center Director
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