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POLL
Which of the following transportation initiatives have you heard about?

1. Safe Routes to School
2. Complete Streets
3. Vision Zero
4. Safe System Approach
5. None of these





Is Zero Achievable?



`

Year
New Jersey

Pedestrians Bicyclists

2023 25% 4%

2024 34% 3%

2025 32% 2%

Data sources: NHTSA Fatality Analysis Reporting System; New Jersey State Police - Statewide Fatal Crash Statistics.
Data accessed March 16, 2026

Nationwide in 2023, 
pedestrians comprised 18% of all 

traffic fatalities.
NJ categorizes e-bikes and e-scooters as 
pedestrians. As of 2024, some e-bikes are 

categorized as “personal conveyance.”

Pedestrian and Bicyclist Fatalities as a Percentage 
of Total Traffic Fatalities



In New Jersey

Pedestrian 
crashes

Income

16.6%  of the population

26.7%

People over 65

of pedestrian fatalities

Who is most at risk?
Pedestrian Safety Risk by Race (2010-19)

Pedestrian Fatalities by Household Income (2010-19)

Image source: Smart Growth America – Dangerous by Design 2021





How do we create safe 
and connected 

communities for 
families?



ZERO DEATHS &
SERIOUS INJURIES

FHWA SAFE SYSTEM APPROACH COMPLETE STREETS
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

GOAL

STRATEGY.
METHODS



TAKEAWAYS3



1
Create a Vision



TARGET ZERO GOAL
To eliminate traffic 

fatalities and serious 
injuries on New Jersey 

roads by 2040. 





How do we achieve
zero deaths 

& serious injuries?



New Jersey Target Zero 
Commission

13 State Agencies 





What do we mean by 
Safe System Approach?



Traditional Approach Safe System Approach

Traffic deaths are inevitable

Perfect human behavior

Prevent collisions

Individual responsibility

Saving lives is expensive

Traffic deaths are preventable

Account for human failings in approach

Prevent fatal and severe crashes

Systemic approach

Saving lives is not expensive

Source: Vision Zero Network



2
Make it safer and more accessible

for everyone!



ZERO DEATHS &
SERIOUS INJURIES

FHWA SAFE SYSTEM APPROACH COMPLETE STREETS
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL

GOAL

STRATEGY.
METHODS





Stronger student 
friendships & 

relationships through 
walking and bicycling

Positive social 
connections for 

families & neighbors

Better focus, improved 
concentration & less 

distraction 

Fewer absences & less 
tardiness when 

students walk or bike in 
groups

Reduced traffic 
congestion at arrival 

and dismissal

Learn & 
practice street 

safety



Safe 
Routes 

to School

Would you let an eight-year-old child walk 
here on their own?

Do you think drivers go 25 mph 
in this school zone?



Before: 2007 Photo

Do you think drivers go 25 mph on this road?

1. Yes
2. No
3. I don’t Know



After: 2018 Photo

Do you think drivers go 25 mph on this road?

1. Yes
2. No
3. I don’t Know



Before: 2009 Photo

Do you think drivers go 25 mph on this road?

1. Yes
2. No
3. I don’t Know



After: 2023 Photo

Do you think drivers go 25 mph on this road?

1. Yes
2. No
3. I don’t Know



Before: 2020 Photo

Do you think drivers go 25 mph on this road?

1. Yes
2. No
3. I don’t Know



After: 2024 Photo

Do you think drivers go 25 mph on this road?

1. Yes
2. No
3. I don’t Know



Start with the School Zone

RAIN GARDEN



What do we mean by 
Complete Streets?



What are Complete Streets?

1. Complete Streets are designed for everyone

2. Design of Complete Streets is based on local context

3. Address quality of life, not just safety

4. They balance the needs of …

5. … ALL MODES, ALL USERS, and ALL ABILITIES …



BusinessesPublic Transit Users

SeniorsPedestrians

Motorists

ADA Bicyclists

Freight

Children

Who are you accommodating?

How will you accommodate them safely?



as of August 2025

State Policy  1
County Policies   8 (out of 21)

Municipal Policies 183 (out of 554)

njbikeped.org/nj-complete-streets-policy-compilation

Complete Streets in New Jersey



njbikeped.org/complete-green-streets-for-all-model-policy-guide



What is micromobility?
A range of compact, electric- and human-
powered devices designed for short-
distance travel, including traditional 
bicycles, e-bikes, e-scooters, and other 
low-speed wheeled devices.





Implement Complete Streets Policy 

Develop Universal Design Concepts

Encourage Local Policy Adoption with 
ASD/IDD 

Complete Streets Policy that Considers 
Autism and Intellectual Disabilities

Marcus Walks to Lowes





NJ Travel 
Independence Program 

@ Rutgers (NJTIP)

Travel instruction for 
people with disabilities

and older adults

Email: njtip_info@njtip.rutgers.edu



3
Find partners & reach out



NJDOT Safe Routes to School 
Resource Center​

saferoutesnj.org

Telephone: (848) 932-7901​

Email: srts@ejb.rutgers.edu​

NJDOT Bicycle & Pedestrian Resource 
Center​

njbikeped.org

Telephone: (848) 932-3714​

Email: bikeped@ejb.rutgers.edu​

Contact NJDOT Resource Centers

https://www.saferoutesnj.org/
https://njbikeped.org/


• @SafeRoutesNJ

• @njbikeped

Subscribe to NJ SRTS 
& NJ Bike/Ped Newsletters 

saferoutesnj.org
 njbikeped.org

Subscribe to Newsletters & Visit Social Media



Recognition Program
• Safe Routes to School
• Complete and Green Streets for All
• Bicycle and/or Pedestrian Audit
• Bicycle and/or Pedestrian Plan
• Bicycle and/or Pedestrian Improvements 

• Safe Routes to School District Policy
• Complete and Green Streets for All
• Bicycle and Pedestrian Safety & Promotion
• School Travel Plan for Walking and Bicycling

• Bicycle Corridor or Network Plan
• Complete Streets Conceptual Rendering
• Temporary Demonstration Project Guidance
• Walkable Community Workshop



8 NJ Transportation Management Agencies (TMA)

saferoutesnj.org/find-your-srts-regional-coordinator
 



Local Planning Assistance

● Plans in over 100 towns

● On-call consultants for a variety of projects:

○ bicycle and pedestrian circulation 
studies, pedestrian safety assessments, 
trail feasibility studies, bikeway plans, 
crosswalk improvement plans, etc.

njbikeped.org/njdot-local-bicycle-and-
pedestrian-planning-assistance-program
 

NJDOT Bicycle & Pedestrian Planning Assistance



njdotlocalaidrc.com 

NJDOT Local Aid Resource Center





4
Hug Your Planner







TAKEAWAYS4
Create a Vision1

2
Safety is not Siloed3
Hugs4
Reach out to partners 3

Make it safer for everyone



THANKS!

Leigh Ann 
Von Hagen, AICP, PP

vtc@ejb.rutgers.edu 

Voorhees Transportation Center
Rutgers University

vtc.rutgers.edu
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