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Dear Q@@Wé

his year has been one of remarkable growth for ACNJ.

Under the leadership of Winifred Smith-Jenkins, our
Early Learning Team, in partnership with communities
and the state, has brought the vision of Unlocking
Potential 2.0 to life by listening to parents and responding
to their needs in maternal health, child care, family
supports, and infant mental health. Together, we are
working to dismantle systemic barriers, focusing on
transportation and food insecurity and advocating for
policies that strengthen our early care and education
system. This includes attracting and retaining a skilled
child care workforce, expanding access to affordable
infant and toddler care, and creating a more equitable
mixed-delivery preschool system. We are deeply grateful
to our early learning funders for supporting our mission
to ensure every child, from birth to age 5, thrives.

Isaiah Fudge, ACNJ’s new Director of Positive Youth
Development, is leading efforts to launch new initiatives
aimed at improving youth mental health and to ensure

wellness and appropriate interventions. He is also raising

awareness about evidence-based programs, including
community schools, community-led violence prevention

efforts, and fatherhood cultivation programs, all of which

positively impact youth aged 9-21.

We are working to bring data into the hands of a broader
community, and for the first time, we translated our
Newark Kids Count 2024 into Spanish. Roughly 42%

of the city’s children identify as Hispanic or Latino, and

32% of Newark Public School students speak primarily Spanish
at home. More than half of all births in the city were to foreign-
born women; of those births, 64% were of Hispanic descent.
We hope the translated Newark Kids Count will serve as a
bridge, helping Spanish-speaking residents understand the
data in their community and the resources available to them.

ACNJ welcomed new staff and new members to the ACNJ
Board of Trustees, all committed to improving outcomes for
children and ensuring that every child has the chance to grow
up safe, healthy and educated. ACNJ continues to be an
organization with one mission, many faces.

We want to thank our funders, donors, parent leadership
council, and partners who work with ACNJ to achieve our
accomplishments and improve outcomes for children and
youth. Because of you, ACNJ remains a strong, independent,
and effective voice for our youngest residents.

Jennifer Robinson, Ed.D.
Chair, Board of Trustees

Mary Coogan, Esq.
President & CEO

JANUARY

@ Members of ACNJ
staff and the parent
leadership council

visit New Jersey's
congressional delegation

MARCH

@ ACNJ senior legislative analyst
Shadaya Bennett testifies before the

NJ Senate Budget Committee, urging
lawmakers to prioritize spending on programs
and services for children and families.

/;PML

@ ACNJ's #NJVotes4Kids Budget Campaign kicks off,
culminating in thousands of postcards and emails
delivered to legislators urging them to invest state funds
in New Jersey's child care infrastructure — the workforce.

bringing attention to the
importance of home visiting :
and other maternal and child health services.

Critics air concerns over spending cuts, higher
taxes during first Senate budget hearing
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@ ACNJ launches its 2024 Lunch and Learn
series. These virtual webinars are open to the
public and focus on policy topics concerning
children and families.

@ In partnership with the National
Institute for Early Education Research
(NIEER), ACNJ hosts a webinar informing
center-based child care providers how
they can work with school district officials to
provide state-funded, full-day preschool for
3-and 4-year-olds.

@ ACNJ Data Analyst Alena Siddiqui presents the
latest Kids Count data on child well-being at the
Lead NJ Issues of Qur Times panel on poverty.

@ ACNJ participates in a series of site visits at child

care centers with members of Congress including

US Representatives Josh Gottheimer, Tom Kean, and

Mikie Sherrill to highlight the critical need for significant
\child care federal funding.




ACNJ has made remarkable progress
in advancing early care and education
in New Jersey. Through strategic
initiatives, collaborative advocacy,
and engaging content, we have
strengthened the state’s early
learning ecosystem and amplified
the need for greater support for

the child care workforce.

A ACNJ participates in a hearing convened by the NJ Senate Education Committee in an effort to better understand how well school

districts are partnering with local child care providers in the state's effort to expand public pre-K.

Raising Awareness & Driving Change

To elevate the profile of child care issues, ACNJ produced and
released a compelling three-part video series highlighting the
pressing challenges facing child care in New Jersey. We also
distributed educational fact sheets to all county commissioners
and all 120 state legislators, ensuring policy makers had the
information needed to drive change.

Our outreach extended to direct engagement with decision-
makers. We hosted six congressional roundtables with federally
elected officials and held nine meetings with key state legislators
leading up to the 2025 State Fiscal Year Budget to advocate for
increased child care funding and policy solutions.

Empowering Community Providers &
Promoting Collaboration

Over 1,000 community providers registered to learn about
partnering with local school districts to provide public
preschool at their sites. To support these efforts, we expanded
our technical assistance to help providers navigate new and
existing partnership challenges.

@ ACNJ facilitates parent meetings with MAY

congressional representatives as part of
ZERO TO THREE's national

Strolling Thunder
eventto bring
attention to

what babies
need to thrive.

the Garden State.

ABBOTI'C.OMMUNITY

@ Survey findings of
nearly 100 center-based
—_— child care directors

‘ highlight the tremendous

® On May 13,
parents, early
childhood staff, and

CHALLENGES FINDING AND RETAINING TEACHING STAFF

need for our state to and the nation join A Day
e make sustainable Without Child Care” to highlight the
& investments in the child vital, yet underpaid, early care and
care workforce and to education workforce.

strengthen mixed delivery.

@ ACNJ's NJ Kids Count 2024: The State
of Our Counties provides the latest data
on how children are faring across

caregivers across New Jersey

Through focused feedback sessions with over 90 community
providers in Abbott districts, we identified critical issues related
to workforce, facilities, and partnerships. This input shaped our
advocacy efforts and, together with our partners, helped ACNJ
secure a hearing dedicated on public preschool funding during
this year’s budget season.

Unlocking Potential Coalition: Engaging
Families & Strengthening Systems

ACNJ continues our work with parents, state partners, PN-3 com-
munity service providers, and members of our Parent Leadership
Council to implement the Unlocking Potential Coalition’s Plan in
five of New Jersey’s most under-resourced communities. Work
groups focused on maternal infant health, home visiting, infant
mental health, child care, family supports, transportation and food
insecurity are meeting regularly to identify challenges and develop
solutions. The input from over 100 parents living in these com-
munities is helping to define our strategies to better serve families
with children from prenatal to age 3, ensuring that our advocacy
is grounded in the lived experiences of those most impacted.

@ The Salem Kids Count Regional Forum brings
together community - -
members, advocates, ' :
and elected officials to
discuss the latest data
on Salem County's
children and families.

child Care
101 Series

preschool
Expansion

A
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JUNE
@ ACNJ debuts the S
first video of its
Child Care 101

Video Series, designed to shed light on critical

ques in early childhood education. /




’ Mobilizing Support for Child Care Infrastructure

To further amplify our advocacy, we launched a statewide postcard
and sticker campaign focused on securing child care infrastructure
funding in the FY 2025 State Budget. Nearly 17,000 parents, providers,
and stakeholders participated, urging legislators to prioritize child care
and support fair compensation for the workforce. This campaign
emphasized the critical role child care plays in supporting New Jersey’s
parents, communities, businesses, and the broader economy.

Budget Wins

The Fiscal Year 2025 Budget includes substantial investments for

New Jersey children, expanding preschool access, child care assistance,
and family support. It focuses on early education, mental health, and
food security while maintaining the Child Tax Credit and Child and
Dependent Care Tax Credit to offer ongoing support for families

across the state.

Top Budget Wins:

@ Child Care and Preschool: $482.5 million for child care subsidies,
$144 million for public pre-K programs, and a focus on mixed-
delivery preschool systems.

® K-12 Education: $908 million in direct aid, $7.2 million for literacy,
and $5 million for the Teacher Loan Redemption Program.

® Child Tax Credit: Expansion continues, providing up to
$1,000 per child for families.

® Hunger and Food Insecurity: $318 million for WIC, $924.5 million
for school breakfast and lunch programs, and $7 million for SNAP and

school meals dual enrollment program.

® Mental Health: $30 million to expand services for children
and adolescents.

[JULY

"\ AUGUST

A Shift from Juvenile Justice to
Positive Youth Development

Preventing youth from becoming involved with
state systems yields far better results than
incarcerating them. That is why ACNJ is focusing

on the intersectionality of safety, wellness and
education and advocating for policies and practices
that ensure positive experiences, relationships and
environments that help children thrive and become
productive adults.

KidLaw: Continuing to
Empower Parents

Staff attorney Nina Peckman currently assists over 350
parents each year, helping them to understand education
related laws and to advocate effectively for their children
facing challenges in school. The Center has assisted
over 10,000 parents on school matters since
Kit Ellenbogen, Esq. began this program

in 1996. The KidLaw Center produces written
materials and videos on different topics and provides
training and resources to professionals working

with children. These essential resources are

accessible on ACNJ's website.

ODECEMBER

@ Newark Kids Count, available for the first time in Spanish,
can help Spanish-speaking residents understand the data in their
community and advocate to improve outcomes for children.

(%m Uar 3

ACNJ’s 9th Annual

@ ACNJ and The New Jersey Department
of Children and Families convene a
virtual forum to provide updates on

state programming. SEPTEMBER : Breakfast
— @ ACNJ testifies in front of the Board of Education on @M@W%
ﬁ NJ's preschool mixed-delivery system.

Thursday,
Dec.5 at 8 am

The Clubhouse at
Galloping Hill Golf Course
Kenilworth, NJ

[ ]
s BUILDING the
OCTOBER 'LJ COMMUNITY
of SUPPORT

The Intersection of Race, Poverty,
& Neglect In Child Welfare

' @ Commissioner
i5 Christine Norbut
¢ Beyer, M.S.W.and
Rev. Dr. Willie

: ' Francois Il join the
Unlocking Potential Coalition Leadership
Team in a conversation about how storytelling
can uplift parent voices to improve policies
and programs to benefit young children and
their families.

@ Mary Coogan,
Co-Chair of the NJ Task
Force on Child Abuse
and Neglect joins other Task Force members, educators,
law enforcement, and health care professionals to discuss
the overreporting of families of color for neglect when the
real concern is poverty.

J




KIDS COUNT: DATA DRIVING CHANGE FOR CHILDREN

D ata is a powerful tool that measures progress, drives change, and empowers
individuals. The ACNJ Kids Count project offers a comprehensive snapshot of child
well-being to policymakers, advocates, grant-makers, and the public, informing critical
decisions that affect children and families. Our New Jersey Kids Count 2024 offers
county-level insights, while the Newark Kids Count 2024 focuses specifically on the
Brick City. This year, ACNJ was thrilled to release the first-ever Spanish translation

of the Newark Kids Count 2024 report, expanding access to this essential information.
To further share these insights, we are also engaging audiences in community Kid CNewJersey -
conversations hosted in Spanish by ACNJ staff member Eloisa Hernandez-Ramos. fescount 2024 8

r Counties
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Highlights: COUNTY POCKET GUIDE
® 1,994,109 children (0-17 years) call New Jersey home and every 1 in 4 are under the age of 5.

® 58% of children receiving free and reduced-price lunch are also receiving free and
reduced-price breakfast.

® 58,387 children were enrolled in state-funded preschool in 2022-23,
roughly 5,100 more children from the previous year.

® 42% of NJ’s third graders met or exceeded expectations for English Language Arts

on the NJ Student Learning Assessments in 2022-23. S DE OCTUBRE

12:00 PM -1:00 PM

Porque Unirse?

Highlights: NEWARK KIDS COUNT

® In 2022, the median income of families with children living in Newark rose to $45,803,
an almost 14% increase from 2021.

=

Para saber porgue es importante este
atina, 4

Gomunitarics participando en
estas conversaciones. Para ser parte del cambio para
ejorar Ia Ciudad de Newark. [

® The number of babies born with low birthweight in Newark decreased by 18% between 2018 and 2022.

® In2022-23, 19% of Newark Public School third graders met or exceeded expectations on the English Language Arts
portion of the NJ Student Learning Assessments and 20% met or exceeded expectations in the Math portion.

® Newark Public Schools had an 86% high school graduation rate in 2022-23, an increase from 76% in 2018-19.

LUNCH & LEARN WITH ACNJ:
ADVANCING ADVOCACY, ONE
CONVERSATION AT A TIME

ACNUJ coordinates monthly lunch and learn sessions, where

we bring together passionate professionals for engaging discussions on the Want to
latest trends, strategies, and insights on child advocacy. These sessions Connect
are designed to provide a space to explore innovative approaches, with ACNJ?
share best practices, and build collaborative solutions that benefit E . E
New Jersey’s children and families. Scan the QR code on the left L

to view past sessions and register for future ones! .

[=]

www.acnj.org

Advocates for Children of New Jersey (ACNJ) has been the Our work results in:

trusted, independent voice that has prioritized children’s ® better laws and policies, [i

needs for over 45 years. Our mission is to advance and ® more effective funding and —
" lici d h itabl . . - You

strengthen policies and programs that promote equitable ® stronger services for children and families.

ORTGTE  M T S e This means more children are given the chance to @ACNJForKids

grow up safe, healthy and educated.
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Asincere thank you to all of our supporters for your steadfast dedication to New Jersey’s children and for your generous
donations to ACNJ in 2023. Our work would not be possible without you.

FOUNDATIONS AND GRANTS

Alliance for Early Success

Annie E. Casey Foundation
Community Foundation of New Jersey
IOLTA Fund of the Bar of NJ

Maher Charitable Foundation

National Association for Education of Young Children

Partnership for America's Children

Pritzker Children’s Initiative

Redlich Horwitz Foundation®

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

Smith Family Foundation of New Jersey, Inc.*

The Burke Foundation**®

The Fund for New Jersey

The Henry and Marilyn Taub Foundation*

The Merancas Foundation, Inc.

The Prudential Foundation*

The Schumann Fund for New Jersey*

Turrell Fund**

Victoria Foundation

Youth Build Newark, Inc.

Zero to Three National Center for Infants,
Toddlers and Families

$2,500 AND OVER

Mary E. Coogan, Esq.*®
Bianka Douglas / Prudential Financial**
Sue and Brett Flynn**
Stuartand Rita Grant*®
Estate of Gail Houlihan
Eileen Leahey / The PSEG Foundation**
Valerie Y. Mauriello**
New Jersey Education Association*®
The Frederick W.H. Fischer Fund of the
Community Foundation of New Jersey®
Richard Trenk, Esq. / The Victor and
Pearl Tumpeer Foundation Trust*®
Douglas W. Turnbull /TD Bank*
Cecilia and Alan Zalkind**

$1,000 - $2,499

Marcia Bennett®

Teresa Buccarelli, M.PA., IMH-E®**

Ellen M. Butler*

Diane Dellanno, M.S\W.**

David Earling and Maria Nicolo

Lorraine D'Sylva-Lee**

FirstEnergy Foundation*

Laurence E. Fundler, Esq.**

New Jersey YMCA Alliance*

Thomas and Michelle King

Monica Lallo, Ed.D. / Acenda Integrated Health**

Eileen and Carmen Maietta

Richard M. Meth, Esq.**

John J. Mulholland, Jr., Esq. / ASAH**

New Jersey Association for the Education of
Young Children**

Partners for Health®

Princeton Public Affairs Group**®

Provident Bank*

Catherine Schaeder Batterman®

Dr. Jennifer Robinson / Montclair State University
College of Education and Engaged Learning*

Michael Sheehan, C.PA., C.G.MA.*

Kendell Sprott, J.D., M.D. and Dr. Donna Twisdale

State Trooper Fraternal Association of New Jersey*

YMCA of Newark and Vicinity*

$500 - $999

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Essex,
Hudson & Union Counties*®

Richard Brown*

BUILD Initiative®

Building and General Construction
Laborers Local 3*

Central Jersey Family Health Consortium®

Steven Clayton*®

Concord Advisory Group, Ltd.**

Lorraine Cooke, Ed.D.*®

Court Appointed Special Advocates of
New Jersey®

Delta Dental Of New Jersey Foundation*

Maurice Elias, Ph.D.**

Foundation @ Cross River*

Daynne Glover®

Inspira Health Network*

James Oakes Charitable Fund

Local Initiatives Support Corporation*®

Local Union 400 IBEW*

Colleen Maguire

Jose Carlos Montes, M.Div. / PRAB, Inc.**

New Jersey Children’s Foundation*

Paterson Alliance**

Prevent Child Abuse-New Jersey®

James Quinn*®

Richmond Rabinowitz®

Sara Thom and Marc Hanes* ¢

Dr. Jennifer Robinson / Montclair State
University College for Community Health*

Dr. Jennifer Robinson / Montclair State
University College of Humanities and
Social Sciences*

Solutions Architecture, LLC**

South Jersey Industries*

SPAN Parent Advocacy Network, Inc.®

Robertand Mary Sterling*®

Gerard Thiers*®

United Way of Central Jersey*

United Way of Northern New Jersey®

Charles Venti**

Vin Gopal Civic Association*®

Linnea Weiland, Ph.D.

Susan Wilson, M.S.Ed.*®

$250 - $499

Milagros Aledo-Sandoval®

Hazel Applewhite®

Alison Streit Baron®

Child Care Workers Union AFSCME
Local 2779

Stephen Eisdorfer*®

Ellen Frede, Ph.D. and Steven Barnett®

Dr.Vito and Marie Gagliardi*®

Elizabeth and Louis Garlatti®

Chip Hallock®

Michael Houlihan®

The Joe and Nancy Irenas Fund

Justin Kiczek**

Aisha King®

Reginald Lewis

Beverly Lynn, Ed.D.*®

Angie McGuire®

Alice Nadelman, Ph.D.*

Nancy Parello®

Charlies Payne, Ph.D.

Programs for Parents*
Dominic Prophete, J.D.*
Thomas Quinn®

Cynthia and Robert Rice*®

Dr. Jennifer Robinson®
Margaret Sanzo, M.A., M.Div.®
Ciro and Maureen Scalera*®
Allison Shorey*®

Winifred Smith-Jenkins, Ed.D.®
llona Spatola®

Lawrence Tamburri*®

Elmoria Thomas**

Rose Zeltser**

$1-$249

America's Charities

Sagar Amin

Gina Andrade®

Cinaida Anthony

Susan Azaria Kanrich*

Leslie Bella

Carol Berger®

Erin Berman*

Marygrace Billek®

Grace Blanco*

Betty Blanford**

Marion Bolden®

Beatrice Bork

Mary Bossack®

Elizabeth Burke Bryant®
Kimberly Byam*

Hon. John Callahan, J.S.C., (Ret.)®
Patricia Canning®

Nayibe Capellan®

Guadalupe Casillas, Esq.*®
Center for Creative Alternatives, Inc.*
Center for Family Services®
Peter Chen, Esq.®

Henry Coleman, Ph.D.

Gerard Costa®

Annette Crowley and Joseph Sommer
Jessica de Koninck

Jesselly De La Cruz, D.SW., L.C.SW.*
Christine DeAngelis

Joseph Della Fave®

Anthony DeVincenzo

Harriet Dichter®

James Dieterle

Ellen Kelly Donati

Suzanne Donini®

Reginald Dorsey, M.S., LSW.*
Corinne Driver®

Susan Esquilin, Ph.D.*
Catherine Felegi

Joanne Fillimon®

Martin Finkel, M.D.

Beth Gardiner®

Karin Garver®

Tyneisha Gibbs®

Amy Goerl

Glenn Grant, J.A.D.*

Eloisa Hernandez-Ramos®
Kari Hershey

Nicole Holt®

Michael Krasner

Maura Lockhart and James Lukenda
Mary Ann and Paul Kiczek

* Donors who also supported ACNJ’s 2023 annual breakfast.
* Donors who supported the celebration for Cecilia Zalkind.

We have made every effort to ensure the information contained on this page is accurate and
complete. If you were an ACNJ supporter in 2023, but find that your name has been omitted,
misspelled or listed under anincorrect heading, please contact us at (973) 643-3876.

Ethan Kiczek

Robert Kim*

Liza Kirschenbaum, Esq.*
Dan Krause*

Nora Krieger®

Cynthia Lamy®

Lisa Landsman, Esq.*

Ave Latte®

Emily Lawton

Lana Lee*

Jessica Lipper®

Melissa and Mark Litwin®
Keri Logosso-Misurell, J.D.*
James Louis, Esq.

Mark Lowenthal, Psy.D.*
Maher Charitable Foundation*

New Jersey Business & Industry Association®

Domenick Pascarella / Allied Printing*
Andrea Pastore

Nina Peckman, Esq.*
Norman and Judith Perkus®
Maria Pinho*

Linda Porcaro®

Mary Porcelli®

Sheldon and Linda Presser*
Martha Raimon, Esq.*
Angela Randall*

Mary Reece®

Barbara Reisman®

Dan Photon*

Jessica Rios

Denise Rodgers®
Jacqueline Ross®

Susan Roth, Ed.D.

Kathleen Russo

Natalia Sardo*®

Joyce Savio

Nicholas Scalera®

Alison Scott Williams®
Leslie Snell Pollard

Cynthia Soete*

Emily Spitzer*

Annette Strickland®

Joseph Suozzo, Esq.
Natasha Thompson*

Nancy C.Thomson

Paul and Neimah Tractenberg
Michael Underwood
LauraVan Bloem*®

Robyn Veasey, Esq.*
Jennifer Velez®

Cathy Wasserman, J.S.C., (Ret.)*
Lorene Wilkerson®

Pamela WinklerTew*
Rebekka Zydel Lupianez*®
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