
Voting Empowers Us!

Be An Informed New Jersey Voter
General Election 2024



Introductions



Agenda

• Welcome and Overview

• General Election Information Update

• Voting Empowers Us - Civic Engagement & Voting

• Voter Education & Outreach

• Jersey Civic Engage

• The NJ Ballot Bowl

• NJ High School Voter Registration Week

• Q & A



The General Election

The General Election is a great way to get engaged in your 
community and our democracy.
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Vote.NJ.Gov is the official NJ Voter Information Portal
It contains all of the most up to date 

and trusted voting information you’ll need

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


Register to Vote

• In New Jersey you can register to vote when you are 17 and vote when 

you are 18

• It’s easy. You can register online or by using a postage paid voter 

registration form

• Want to see if you’re already registered? Go to ‘Am I Registered’ on 

Vote.NJ.Gov

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


Register To Vote









Student Voter Registration & Voting Page 
Provides links to voter registration tools including the online voter registration form and links to 

printable, postage free voter registration forms for each county



The Deadline to Register to Vote 
for the 2024 General Election is October 15

Scan the QR Code to go to the ‘Student Voter Registration & Voting Page’ 



There are 3 Ways to Vote in New Jersey

• At Your Polling Place On Election Day
• In-Person Early Voting
• Vote by Mail



Voting On Election Day

• Election Day is Tuesday, November 5

• The polls are open from 6am-8pm

• Go to Vote.NJ.Gov to find your polling location

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


In-Person Early Voting

• In-Person Early Voting for the 2024 General Election begins on Saturday, 
October 26 and runs through Sunday, November 3

• Each NJ county will hold nine (9) days of early, in-person machine voting

• Each early voting location will be open Monday through Saturday from 
10am to 8pm and Sunday from 10am to 6pm

• Go to Vote.NJ.Gov to find your early voting sites

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


Voting By Mail

• Applications for Mail-in Ballots can be found at Vote.NJ.Gov

• Deadline to submit Mail-in Ballot Application to County Clerk:
To receive by Mail – October 29
In Person – November 4 by 3PM at County Clerk’s Office

https://www.nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


Track My Ballot

• Track your Mail-in Ballot through 
the “Track My Ballot” feature on 
Vote.NJ.Gov

• To create an account, you will 
need one of the following:

o Voter ID # (Found on “Am I 
Registered” page or your 
ballot) 

o Driver’s License Number
o Last 4 Digits of SSN

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml


How Can I Return My Mail-in Ballot?

• 1... Mail: It must be postmarked on or before 8pm on 
November 5

• 2... Secure Ballot Drop Box: Place your ballot in 
one of your county’s secure ballot drop boxes by 8:00 
p.m. on November 5. Drop box locations can be 
found at Vote.NJ.Gov

• 3... Board of Elections Office: Deliver your ballot in 
person to your county’s Board of Elections Office by 
8:00 p.m. on November 5. County contact 
information can be found at Vote.NJ.Gov

• 4.NOTE: Your Mail-in Ballot CANNOT be returned 
to your early voting location or polling place for 
this election

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml
https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml




Become A Poll Worker

Citizens, including college and high 
school students 16 & above, are 

encouraged to apply. Training will 
be provided. 

This is a great opportunity to earn 
additional money and participate 

in our democracy.

Submit an application to be a 
poll worker by visiting: 

Pollworker.NJ.Gov

https://nj.gov/state/elections/pollworker.shtml




General Election Day & Key Dates

Here are key deadlines for the upcoming General Election :

• September 21: Commencement of mailing of Mail-in Ballots for the General Election

• October 15: Deadline to Register to Vote for the General Election

• October 29: Deadline to apply for a Mail-in Ballot by Mail for General Election

• October 26 – November 3: In-Person Early Voting Period

• November 4 at 3pm: Deadline to apply for a Mail-in Ballot in person at your County 
Clerk’s office

• November 5: General Election Day - Polls are open from 6:00am-8:00pm



Voting Empowers Us
Civic Engagement & Voting 



John Lewis said… 

“Democracy is not a state. It is an act, and each generation 
must do its part….”
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What You Do Matters. Your Vote Matters!

In other words – Democracy in this country is not about what we 
have. It is what we do!
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The Importance of Civic Engagement & Voting



The Importance of Civic Engagement 

• Educate and Empower

• A healthy democracy needs active and engaged citizens 

• Stay informed. Get involved.

• When people have a stake in their communities, they are more likely 
to involve others and have a reason to vote
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Voting Empowers Us! 

• Voter engagement & civic engagement are directly related

• Voter engagement is a form of civic engagement

• Voting is important to you as an individual and to your community

• When we all vote, we take on a commitment to tackle issues to 
strengthen our communities and our democracy
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Voting Empowers Us!

Vote 



Voting Empowers Us! 

• In order to turn the issues that are important to you into action and 
legislation it’s much more effective to work on that together. 

• Together you can be more effective. If you’re organized you 
significantly increase your chance to make change.

• Voting and organizing folks to vote is all about translating your values 
and your issues into action in order to  change public policy. 

• In short, the future will be stronger when everyone participates.

• This nation depends on participation
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Civic Engagement & Voting 

• In November we will elect the President of the United States, as well as members of Congress and 
a U.S, Senator. These are, of course, very important elections

• But voting is more than Presidential & Congressional Elections

• Because here’s the thing – Most of the governance that affects us all occurs at the state, county 
and local levels

• We will also be voting for municipal offices and county level offices

• So, it’s very important to vote in all elections

• Remember the candidates we choose now are accountable to us. The more of us who vote, the 
more accountable they are.

• Please be sure to  be engaged and vote. It’s the best way to strengthen our democracy.
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Civic Engagement & Voting 

• Create community-initiated conversations about what is 
important to each community and its residents and relate that 
to why we need to vote

• We want to ensure that all those who want it, have a seat at 
the table

• Respectful, Empowering, Inclusive
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Voter Education & Outreach 



Department of State Civic Engagement Programs:
You Can Get Involved



Jersey Civic Engage

• A multi-faceted, non-partisan initiative of the NJ Secretary of State’s 
Office 

• Serves as an umbrella for multiple programs aimed at facilitating and 
encouraging collaborative civic engagement, with a particular focus on 
our youth

• Provides guidance, information and tools to participants

• The New Jersey Alliance for Civic Engagement – NJACE – is a key program 
of Jersey Civic Engage



Check out Jersey Civic Engage’s website at 
JerseyCivicEngage.NJ.Gov

https://nj.gov/state/elections/jersey-civic-engage.shtml


Local Civic Engagement Team - LCET

● The backbone of the NJACE’s outreach effort 

● They will be comprised of a cross-section of participants

● Will serve as community action organizing teams and will be the center 

for all resources and activities related to civic and voter engagement
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Why?

Empowering
• Volunteers feel part of something bigger

• Volunteers take on more responsibility

• Volunteers can own a specific piece

Benefits

More 

Productive

Built to Last

• Team members work more than twice as many 

hours as regular volunteers

• Teams produce more work than individuals

• Enough people to do what needs to be done

• Grows with additional  volunteers

• Strong volunteer leadership structure

Organize As a Team: 

BECAUSE IT WORKS!





Local Civic Engagement Team Organizing Toolkit and Resources



NJ Ballot Bowl 

• A program of the New Jersey Department of State’s Jersey Civic Engage initiative 

• It is a statewide non-partisan voter registration and engagement competition 

• Led by and for students

• Campuses are divided into conferences based on size of enrollment

• Winners are determined by the highest total of new voter registrations & pledges to 

vote as a percentage of a school’s total enrollment

• Ballot Bowl Community Engage



NJ High School Voter Registration Week



NJ High School Voter Registration Week

• The NJ High School Voter Registration Week Program is now in its third year.

• This year it ran from April 14-20, in anticipation of the primary election voter 
registration deadline on May 14, 2024.

• Invites high schools and communities to facilitate the non-partisan registration of 
eligible 18-year-old high school students and eligible 17-year-old students, who will be 
18 in time for the next election. 

• Over the past 2 years it has influenced over 12,000 high schooler registrations

• We collaborate with community groups, colleges, non-profits and with the NJ 
Department of Education to maximize the program’s effectiveness.



Here’s What You Can Do:

• Make sure you are registered to vote!
• Register to vote!
• Make a commitment to VOTE!
• VOTE!
• Ask 5 of your friends to register to vote
• Ask 5 friends to vote
• Become a Poll Worker
• Let people know about Vote.NJ.Gov
• Follow us on social media & share our posts

o New Jersey Division of Elections - @NJ_Votes
o Jersey Civic Engage - @NJCivicEngage
o Use the hashtag #NJVotes

https://nj.gov/state/elections/vote.shtml




Contact Information

Marelyn Rivera                      
New Jersey Department of State

Deputy Chief of Staff

Contact us at NJDOS@sos.nj.gov

Eric Kipnis
New Jersey Department of State

Manager, Constituent Relations

mailto:NJDOS@sos.nj.gov




THANK YOU!


