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kids

During the past decade numerous national, state and local reports have documented the deteri-
orating health, education, and general welfare of our nation's children. Some of these reports have
documented strategies, programs or recommendations to confront these problems. What has
been missing is the determination to risk change and make comprehensive improvements to the
systems that affect our children,

KIDS COUNT NEW JERSEY has collected the latest available information about children in our
state and is taking a unique approach to assessing the conditions of children with twelve
indicators of child well-being. This report launches a four-year initiative to engage federal, state,
county and local officials in examining the data about children, responding io it and acting on it.

KIDS COUNT plans to heighten public, private and parental awareness of the need to get involved
in local and state policies toward children. Through such a grassroots campaign, we plan to be a
catalyst, triggering a revitalized effort to improve the lives of children in New Jersey.

We hope you find this initial report clear and compelling. We believe that after reading this report,
you will want to learn more about how to get involved on behalf of New Jersey’s children and
make KIDS COUNT.

Governor’s Committee on Children’s Services Planning
Association for Children of New Jersey

Public Education Institute

New Jersey Department of Human Services
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KIDS COUNT gives children a voice that
speaks through numbers and statistics. By
documenting how well or how poorly our
state is doing in bringing up the next genera-
tion, KIDS COUNT NEW JERSEY hopes to
build a common commitment to improving
opportunities and outcomes for New Jersey's
children.

The future of New Jersey will be shaped by
how we treat our children. The more aware
we are of the needs and problems confronting
aur children, the more willing we will be 1o
effectively address vital issues and make KIDS
COUNT.

What is KIDS COUNT?

KIDS COUNT is an initiative of the Center for
the Study of Social Policy, a not-for-profit
research and policy analysis organization
based in Washington, DC. Support for KIDS
COUNT comes from the Annie E. Casey Foun-
dation, the largest philanthropy in the nation
devoted exclusively to disadvantaged children,
KIDS COUNT seeks to gain the attention of
national, state and community leaders by
publishing statisticat profiles of child
well-being.

KIDS COUNT NEW JERSEY is a collaborative
effort of the Governor's Committee on
Children's Services Planning, the Association
for Chiidren of New Jersey, the Public
Education Institute, and the New Jersey
Department of Human Services.

Kids Counl New Jersey

KIDS COUNT NEW JERSEY has twa com-
ponents, The first is the publication of a
yearly data book analyzing county-fevel data
on the social conditions of children. These
data will publicize the needs of children,
inform budget and program decision makers,
and monitor state and local services for
children. As the second component, KIDS
COUNT will help in building and maintaining
coalitions of citizens and public and private
organizations to address the local needs for
children.

The indicators of child well-being presented in
this book are: fow birth weight, prenatal care,
infant mortality, numbers of children receiving
Assistance to Families with Dependent Chil-
dren benefits (AFDC), births to teens, child
neglect and abuse, child death rates, teen
death rates, juvenile commitment rates, out-
of-home placement rates, failure rates on the

High School Proficiency Test and dropout rates.

What do the County Data Tell Us?

The KIDS COUNT NEW JERSEY data prove
that, despite New Jersey's rank as the second
richest state in the nation, our children are
seriously at risk.

« |n nine of our twenty-one counties, a
greater percentage of children have
dangerously low birth-weights than in the
nation as a whole.

e |n seven of our counties, a greater
percentage of children die between the ages
of 1-14 than the nation as a whole.

» In six of our counties, a greater percentage
of children die before their first birthday
than in the nation as a whole.

The Book includes:

= (ounties listed in composite rank order.
This chart provides a comparison of each
individual county with all other counties.

* |ndividual county profile pages listed in
alphabetical order. Each page displays
county statistics for all twelve indicators of
well-being, compares them to the state
average and provides the county ranking for
each indicator,

* Individual indicator profile pages on all
twelve indicators of well-being. Each page
displays indicator statistics for all counties
and compares them to the state average.

Funded by The Annie E, Casey Foundation



New Jersey at a Glance

Population ..........................7730,188
Population Under 18 Years Old . ... ...... 1,799,462
Percent Under 18 Years Old . ..............23%
Non-White Population . . . . .. ceo......1599,723
Percent Non-White .......................21%
Children Living With Single Parent . ... ... 334,711

Percent Children Living With Single Parent . . . 18.6%

Births in 1989 ........................121067
Population Change 1980t0 1990 ...........+5%
Per Capita Personal Income .............$24,936
Population Per Square Mite . .. .............1,042
Residentiat Property Value Average ........ 177,350

Indicators and State Average

Low Birth Weight roaszsieaipsmmmiig

NoPrenatal Care .................0vnn,

infant Mortality Rate . .. ...........

Children Revd. AFDC .............

BithstoTeens. ..................

Child Abuse/Neglect . .............

Child Death Rate .................

Teen Death Rate . .................

Juvenite Commitment Rate . .. . .....

QOut-of-Home Placement ...........

Failing HSPT Test ................

Dropout Rate .. s s i nimi sl hulin

.73%

.16%

.93 per 1,000

.120 per 1,000

.43 per 1,000

.85 per 1,000

.3 per 10,000

.7 per 10,000

.1.4 per 1,000

.. 5 per 1,000

cev....156%

4.1%

County Rankings
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INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE  “av®  BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK RATE

Low Birth Weight 1% | 7.3% 18 | 8.3%

of all ve biths 14% | 7. 5

B

No Prenatal Care

ol e i wﬁ 1.6% 17 | 1.7%

Infant Mortality Rat

Pt 2oL 9.3 20 | 14.1

_:i

Children Recelving AFDC

et 10 chkten ?W' | 120 17 | 156

Births 1o T

Wi.ﬂnﬂee:sam rsﬁfh-m'—'w- e 43 19 67
=

Child Abuse/Neglecl 31% 9.5 18 | 12.4

per 100 cen B ]
T

o, m | 6 4

per 10,000 children ages 1- '_—"—"
|

Teen Death Rate 20%, 7 16 9

per 10,000 leens ages 1519 m-:v_-'\:..l =

Juvenils G itnten! Rate

e 100 ciken % L 14 21| 4.1

1

Ott-of-Heme Pt { Rate

et 1000 chiden acemen m s 5 7] 8
|

HSPT Failure Ral

of 2 9 grade shcents @E”z_r 15.6% 18 | 20.7%

Aate
of 2 students grades 912 1% 4.1% 18| %
seg Glossary = 2 alit
0%  75%  50% 25 0% 250 5% 100%

Kids Count New Jersey

Funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation

Atlantic
County

composite rank

20

per caplta personal income rank

10

County Fatts

Population. ...........ccoviiini 224 327
Population Under 18 Years Oid ..............51436
Percent Under 18 YearsOld ..................229
Non-While Population. .....................52239
Percent NonWhite ... .......................233
Children Living with Single Parent ............ 12614
Percent Children Living with Single Parent . ... .. 245
Bithsin1989. ... .. ......................3B92
Population Change 1980t0 1890........... +156%
Per Capita Personal Income. ................23723
Population per Square Mite. ................... 400
Residential Property Value Average ..........122.276
Largest Municipalities

ANANC CilY -« e sisiemsi st o pin wonis iowin s 37986

Egg Harbor Township .. ..................24,544

Galloway .« -y cmmsiniin da s 5 Vet vw w0 0vatl
Aliantic County is mostly rura, focated along the southeasten coast

of New Jersey. The Department of Labar has projected a growth
rate of 35% by the year 2000.



Bergen
County

composite rank

1

per capita personal income rank

2

County Facis
Populaion. ...........

Poputation Under 18 Years Qld ............
Percent Under 18 Years Old ..............
Non-White Population . .. .................

Percent NonWhite.............

Chitdren Living with Single Parent .. ...... ..
Percent Children Living with Single Parent . ...
....10532
...=2.4%

Bithsin19689.............

Popufation Change 1980 to 1980 .. .......
Per Capita Personal Income . .............
Population Per Square Mile ..............
Residential Properly Value Average ...... ...

Largest Municipalities

TeangCk....... ..ot
Hackensack .. ...
Fortles. ... ieianennns

..825,380
.168,368
....204
107473

.13

18410

...10.8

Bergen County sits in the most noriheaslem pari of New Jersey
directly across from New York Cily. Population growth is expected
after 1990. Bergen County is the largest employmenl center in the

slale.

INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE  yyne  BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK RATE
Low Birth Welght
dadliebits 1.3% 5.1%
No Prenatal Care
of 2 ive births 1.6% 63% 6%
Intant Mortality Rate 45%
eI s o
Children Receiving AFDC
per 1,000 children o 120 75% 25
Births to Teens
per 1,000 leens 43 11
Child Abuse/Neglect
per 1,000 children ’ 9.5 4.3
Child Death Rate 3 2
per 10,000 chitdren ages 1-14
Tean Death Rate 7 5
per 10,000 teens ages 1519
Juveniie Commilment Rate 1.4 1
per 1,000 children U N
Oul-of-Home Placement Rale 5 2
per 1,000 children
RBSPT Fallure Rale
of all 94h grade Sludents 15.6% 3 | 7.5%
Dropout Rale
of & Students grades 912 4.1% 1% 1| 1.2%
see Glossary

100% 75% 25% 0% 250 509 5% 100%

ANl @ mml {BA iE Bl IR} 1= =1 T3 =

m mn ran m i na

r
fm (£ )]

e (33 ]



W oa W b A s e A A E W W W W R W A W R B

&

B &

STATE

INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK RATE
AVG.
Low Birth Weight
of o e bt 1.3% 13""' 13 | 7.1%
No Prenatal Care
ol a v bihs 16% | | i‘!f‘]‘ 1] 9%
Infant Morality Rote
pef1.[!l)liveb{1';'|s 9.3 La_'_‘l"' 12 | 8.6
Children Receiving AFDC
e 000 i T 120 | .__,_,,h.__.__53"': 71| 56
Births to Teens
pet 1,000 leens 43 ,iaj% 9 33
Child Abuse/Neglaci
pet 1000 chiden | 95 | 31':.'1 6 | 66
Child Death Rate
per 10,000 chdren ages 1-14 3 8 3
Teen Death Rale
per 10,000 feens ages 1519 7 ],i'i'ﬂ 6| 6
L
Juvenile Commitment Rate
per I,C';l)dlﬂclm 1-4 R P— L = .71.../1 6 .4
M;%foglm Piacemant Rate 5 20% g 4
per =T
HSPT Falture Rate
of 3 91 gade studens 15.6% | 26%]: 11 | 11.5%
Rate |
of a8 students prades 912 4.1% | % 5 | 27%
seg Glossary e g
100% 75% 5094 25% 0% 2550 508 75% 100%:
Kids Counl New Jersey Funded by The Annle E. Casey Foundation

Burlington
County

composite rank

7

per capita personal income rank

14

County Facts
Populalion.........oovvivnrrcieenans 385,066
Population Under 18 Years Oid ... . e eale 98,236
Percent Under 18 Years Old .................. 249
Non-White Population...................... 70,335
Percent Non-White ..............coovivnn... 178
Chifdren Living with Single Parent ............ 13,663
Percent Children Living with Single Parent ....... 139
Bithsin1989.............................5444
Population Change 198010 1990 ............. +%4
Per Capita Personat Income ., ............... 21,270
Population Per Square Mile....................491
Residential Property Value Average .......... 130,061
Largest Municipalities

Willingbora ...............oi i 36,291

Evesham ... .. ...ttt 35,309

Pemberton. .........oovii it 31,342

Burlingtan County is in the southern parl of the stale and reaches
irom the Deiaware River to the Greal Bay on the Atfantic Ocean.
Burlinglon is the largest county in New Jersey.



Camden
County

composite rank

18

per capita personal Income rank

17

County Facls
Population. . ..........

Poputation Under 16 Years Old ............
Percent Under 18 Years Old ...............
Non-White Popudation ... ..................
Percent Non-White .. ....................
Children Living with Single Parent . .. ........
Percent Children Living with Single Parent .. ..
....0,880

Biths in 1989 .............

Populalion Change 1980 t0 1990 . ... .......
Per Capita Personal Income . ...............
Population Per Square Mile ................
Residential Property Value Average ..........

Largest Municipalities

Camden &y ai il sisaniaianras
CHRIEY Hill....o seimie e - it o ok meaib i s e
Gloucester Township. .. _.................

..502,824
133,067

...265
17,474

....234

.31,665
...238

+6.6%
.19,180
.. 2.262
102,535

Camden Counly is along the Dielawsase River in southemn New Jersey,
Camdan is mostly suburban, with a heavy concentration of residents

around the cities of Camden ard Cherry Hill

INDICATOR

WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE

STATE
AVG,

BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE

RANK  RATE

Low Birth Welght % 7.3% 17 | 8.2%
Mo ot o L 1.6% 20| 27%
Infant Mortality Rat
;,’,"mur:mm ale 1%" 9.3 16 | 10.8
Chifdren Receiving AFDC
et .00 Crgen % | 120 18 | 205
Births o T
o 00 s 7 43 18 | 65
|
Child Abusa/Neglect
nen,mnc':\uurmw ° E%vml 9.5 17 12
I
Lo me s K
per 10,000 children ages 1- - -
VS
:
B 1000 e s 1510 7 1| 7
Juvenile Commitment Rat
p:v‘:&nc;hugglm ment Raie 79 - 1-4 19 2.5
i
Out-of-H
p:l&m t!‘:nr_;::r:ml;‘lat:ameﬂl Rate 400,'. | 5 15 7
R
HSPT Failure Rat
ulaﬂ?th:ra::astud:nl's 15.6% g]% 13 | 15%
Eﬁmﬁeﬁé';m 812 2% | 419 15 | 5.1%
e i
100% 75% 254 09% 0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
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Cape May
County

INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK RATE
e 7% | 16% 8 | 6.1%
No PromatalCaro 16% || s B | .8%
IHfom ey e W!-J 8.3 15| 9.7
gl!%nd?ﬂ:glvlng AFDC 120 il 200% 12 96
Bifhe e, oons [1.4_"10. 43 13| 49
O Mnglact S2a | 95 19 | 14.4
:::e':l!g.t%a Jﬂo'.';':m 114 3 L. __@?ﬂ 3 2
e
Iﬁ'ﬁ.&ﬁ&"ﬁﬁ& 1519 7 'H_;zgl%_j 2 5
::v:&ge cr?;nn;:mﬂmm Rate 14 | «  19% 4 3
ll));:l::i'm-uH;:r:;:;enl’t:«:aml:nl Rale ?_-%_“f _ | 5 15 7
it o] 15.6% |__ 30% 10 | 10.9%
e s 312 15% | 4109 13 | 4.7%
see Glossary [___
1009  75%  50% 259 0% 0% 2%  50%  75%  100%

compesite rank

12

per capita personal income rank

12

Cottnty Facls
Population. .. ..o 95,089
Poputation Under 18 YearsOld .............. 21,062
Percent Under 18 YearsOld . ................ 221
Non-White Population. ... ...................6992
Percent NonWhite . ................ ..o 74
Children Living with Single Parenl . ............ 4,182
Percent Children Living with Single Parent . ...... 19.9
Biths in 1989 . ... .ccovviei i 1,447
Population Change 198010 1980 ... ....... +15.6%
Per Capita Personal Income................. 21,406
Population per square mile . ...................373
Residential Property Value Average . .........167,851
Largest Municipalities

Lower Township .............coooiiiinnt 20,820

OoeanCity. ..o 15,512

Middle Township. . .......c.cooievnnnnnn. 14,7711

Cape May County forms the southernmost 4ip of New Jersey.
is mostly & suburbanrural resort community, being hast 10 approx-
imately 625,000 people each summer.



Cumberiand
County

composite rank

17

per capita personal income rank

21

County Facls
Population.............................. 138,083
Population Under 18. ...................... 35,949
Percent Under 18 YearsOld . ................ ... 26
Non-White Population, . ....................36,586
Percent Non'While . .........................265
Children Living with Single Parent . ............ 9,753
Percent Children Living with Single Parent ....... 271
Bithsin 1989. .. .......covviiiiiiiieenn 2403
Poputalion Change 1980101990 ............ +39%
Per Capila Personal Income................. 15,869
Population Per Square Mile....................282
Residential Property Value Average ...........78,837
Largest Municipalities

VINBIANG g - . maviars mmsnaty » « -« Sk i 54,780

Millville ..., 25992

Brifigelon o nesmp e S - i 18,942

Cumbertand County is rural and located in the southwest comer
of the state, Unemployment rates in Cumberiand hover between
7-8%, conlributing 1o 1he county's low per capita income rank.

STATE

INDICATCR WOASE THAN STATE AVERAGE AVG. BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK RATE
Low Birth Weight 4%
S : 7.3% 15 | 7.6%
No Prenalal Care 1% (1}
of al five bitths hrdd— 1.6% 19 | 2.1%
infant Mortality Rale
st 9.3 17 | 10.8
Children Recelving AFDC
per 1,000 chidren 9 120 19 | 220
Births to Teens
pﬁf Lm teens > — 43 21 96
Child Abuse/Neglect 19%
per 1,000 children . 9-5 m 9 7.7
Child Death Rate
pes 10,000 chidren ages 1-14 3 8 3
Teen Death Rate 29%
per 10,000 teens ages 1519 SR 7 1% 9
ﬁi‘-}ﬂ il

Juvenlle Comemitment Rale 29%,
per 1,000 chitdren e 1.4 16 | 1.8
Dut-of-Home Placement Rale
per 1,000 children 5 17 9

(] e
HSPT Failure Rale
of o 501 grade st 15% | 15.6% 15 [ 17.9%
Dropoul Rate
o aﬂp;uudmts grages 912 4.1% 16 | 5.5%
see Glossary

0% 25% 75% 10084
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Essex
County

INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE  SwnC  BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK  RATE
Low Birth Waight
of af Ive biths 1.3% 21 |10.6%
No Prenatal Care 13%
of al bve births E B 1.6% 21 | 5%
Infant Mortality Rate
e 100 e Bt 9.3 21 | 14.8
Childrer Recalving AFDC 59%
pet 1000 chden I k| 120 21 | 311
oy |
|
Births 1o Toens
per 1,000 feens P?'._v 1 43 20| 78
Child Abuse/Neglect 86%
per 1,000 children oot o s 1 s s 9.5 21 17'7
8 S IALLErS]
I
Child Death Rate 3%
per 10,000 chldren ages 114 s 3 16 4
Teen Death Rate 5%
per 10,000 teens ages 15-1% [ e 7 19 11
Juvenile Commitment Rate 57{:.
&
per 1,000 chideen e S 14 18! 2.2
Out-of-Home Placemant Rate 140%4
pes 1,006 chidren .--'_ '-:—-r-du—-g-*-?; s e 5 21 12
|
HSPT Failure Rate 1
of &l Bth grade students -3% o7 i | _| 15.6% 20 | 33%
Dropout Rate
of 2 tudents grades 512 37"’![-_ | 4.1% 17 | 5.6%
se8 Glossary E
1009 75%: 5086 25% 0% 250 75% 100%

Kids Count New Jersey

Funded by The Annle E. Casey Foundation

per capita personal income rank

11

County Facls
PopUlation.: ;s s snivmes svamsmi it ool 18,200
Population Uncer 18 Years Old .............188,637
Percent Under 18 Years Old ..................242
Non-White Population . .................... 380,182
Percent Non-White ..................._.... . .489
Children Living with Single Parent ... ......... 89,222
Percent Children Living with Single Parent ....... 314
Bithsin 1989. ... ...................... 14216
Poputation Change 198010 1930 ............ -B6%
Per Capita Personal Income. ... ..._........ 21873
Poputation Per Square Mile ... ............... 6.i64
Residentiai Property Value Average . .........193,507
Largest Municipalities

NEWRIK. 2o b T A 55 275221

East Orange.....ovetvivesa i vrnvs v 13,552

bvinglon ............ ... i, 61,018

Essex County is mostly urban, located just culside New York City.
The county population density is high, yet it is concentrated around
the city of Newark.

1



Gloucester

County

composite rank

10

per capita personal income rank

19

County Facts
Population. .
Papulation Under 18 Years Uld

Percent Under 18 Years Old ..................
..24573

Non-While Population .
Percent Nan-White .

Children Living with Smg!e Pamnl
Percent Children Living with Single Parent i e

Births in 1989 . .
Population Change 1980 lo 1990

Per Capila Personal Income .. ...............
Population Per Square Mile...................
Residential Properly Value Avetage ..........

Largest Municipalilies

Washinglon:, 0o L idaaia i s
MORIOR ... ieiieeenciannns
Depliord . ..........ooiiiit

...230,082
..61,538

26.7

2107
9114
148
..3,573

.. +15.1%%

18,187
.708
106,082

41,960

Gloucester Counly is in soulhern New Jersey alang the Delaware
River. Il is 3 suburbanirural community and one of New Jersey's

{eading agricullural counties.

INDICATOR

WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE

STATE
AVG.

BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE

RANK  RATE

Low Birlh Weight 7.3% E]" 10 | 6.3%
LD TS 1.6% 1,______?:‘_:’.'1 12 | 1.1%
oy s il
ﬂl&?&nﬂl}?ﬁ?gmg AFOC 120 - m 11 74
Ry
B 0 s 43 _1_!3 0] 35
o e Lp— 5 | 62
e 3 ! 4
::11%(?0%3!:2:\?:;:5 1519 Ei./'ij 7 12 8
:;vﬁgge ct(‘:_ﬂnd::”lnmllmenl Rate 1.4 ":;“L“th:“___ ‘:I!J_:hj 4 3
Eéll;%l:hr_;ld?mﬂacemunl Rate 5 | . 40”3 5 3
i el ) 15.6% | :’[""’f' 7 | 9.6%
R
g ek s 02 aiv | 2% 9 | 3.3%
see Glossary o)
100% 75% 50%% 25% 096 0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
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Hudson
County

compasite rank

19

per capita personal income rank

18

INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE  “nul™  BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK  RATE
i 2% | 7.3% 20 | 0.4%
ol e 1.6% 16 | 1.6%
et el A 93 | 13| 8.9
A~ L L p— — 20 | 259
o T E;’"L" ]| 16 | 64
o 0 o E"__ 9.5 15 | 11.3
et 1000 e o 114 o - 6| 4
o 0.0 g s 151 7 1|7
gv:g&ummmlment Rate 1.4 iyj 12 1.1
:l:t’-;&-lmm Placement Rate E@'{u g 5 12 6

o 850 e sttt L o — 21 | 33.6%
ddmomegssoy (B0 | | | | 410 20 | 8.1%
se Glossary | VAR .. :

o TSm 56 % % W &% S 7% 100%

Kids Count New Jersey

Funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation

County Facis
Population. ...........

Population Under 18 Years Old ............
Percent Under 18 YearsOld ..............
Non-While Populalion .. ..................

Percent NonWhite ............

Children Living with Single Parent . . ... .....
Percent Children Living with Single Parent .......
Bils'in 1989 .o viviisiiane i wiianaiiin,
Population Change 1980to 1990 .........
Per Capita Personal Income . ................
Population Per Square Mile .................
Residential Property Value Average ..........

Largest Municipalties

Jorsey Cly wibs s i s
Bayonne i feen pitt s s mak s i
Union City .......ocovviiiiiiinnnnn,

..293,099
122,483
.22
AT2A487
vara 312
.. 37,239

304

...9,569

Hudson County is an urban industrial county, It is directly across

the Hudson River Irom New York City

13



Hunterdon
County

)

compostite rank

per capita personal income rank

County Facts
Population . . coecuteiismin i sii i 100,776
Population Under 18 Years Old .............. 25,941
Percent Under 18 Years Old ..................241
Non-White Population. ......................4008
Percent Non'White . ... _.................... 37
Children Living with Single Parent . ... ...... ... 2127
Percent Children Living with Single Parent ........ 8.2
Births I 1989 - vvvsiia s aiivm bav - SV 1,51
Population Change 1980101990 ........... +23.4%
Per Capila Personal Income. .. .............. 3030
Population Per Square Mile....................251
Residential Property Velue Average ..........209,017
Largest Municipatilies

Rarilan: s s s e e i m p s e 19,616

Readington ._...........................13.400

Clinton Township .......................10,816

Hunterdon County is rural and located in the northwestern part of
the state, along the Delaware River. At least one-half of the
Couniy workiorce commutes o jobs in other counties.

INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK HATE
Low Birth Weight 32%
No Prenatal Gara % .
No Prenatal 1.6% " - P’_] 1| 2%
R s bl L i e -5 i
Infant Mortality Rats 51%
per 1000 fve biths 8.3 | e o] 2 | 46
HERETERIUEE RS R
Children Receiving AFDC 83%%
per 1,000 chren 120 L L. e 1] 13
[P SN RERGS o At By e R
Births to Teens 76%
per 1,000 teens 43 s 3 13
AL S U S
Child Ahusﬁﬂaulcct 5&%
per 1,000 children 9.5 : e —1| 1 4
s .-dl!‘_ i S
Child Death Rate I
per 10,000 chidren ages 114 O S . 3| 2
FET LS |
Teen Death Rate
per 10,000 leens ages 1519 1% 7 20| 12
|
Juvenlle Commilment Rale 57%
per 1,000 chidren 1.4 5 8 b
U ) ,a..n'-.u.;r:.
Out-ol-Home Placement Rate lsuq.
per 1,000 children 5 - .,._] 1 2
HSPT Failure Rate
of all Sth grade students 15.6% e jﬁz_'j 1| 51%
i e SO W
Dropout Rate I
of al shudenis grades 812 41% | 56% 3 | 1.8%
see Glossary 57 e L j
T i
10096 5% 0% 25% 0% 25% 50% 75% 10086
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INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE  myaC  BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK  RATE
Low Birth Waight 2%
ety 1 [::I 71.3% 19 | 8.9%
No Prenatal Care 13%
of af e bidhs 1.6% 1 15 | 1.4%
1,00 ve biths sambald 9. .
per R
Children Recelving AFDC 11%
per 1,000 children E_'_H 120 15 133
Births to Teans 16%
per 1,000 teens . 43 14| 50
Chitd Abuse/Neglect 13%
bt 1000 chren P2l 95 13 | 10.7
Chitd Death Rate
per 10,000 chidren ages 114 3 8 3
per 10,000 teens ages 151 :_j
Juvenile Commitment Rale 14%
per 1,000 chidren 1.4 v 14| 1.2
But-of-Home Placement Rate 80%
ner 1'm children = e ._.q FlaL 5 17 g
HSPT Fallure Rale 18%
ol 2 Ot grade students B 15.6% 17 | 18.4%
Dropout Rate
st e 512 36% 1 1| 41% 26 | 8.1%
2t Gosay RS |
0% % S0% &% 0% %% 5%  S0%  75%  100%

Kids Count New Jersay

Funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation

Mercer
County

composile rank

14

per capita personal income rank

County Facls
Population. . .............ne ieee..... 325,824
Population Under 18 Years 01 .. ............ 73,346
Percent Under 18 Years Old .................. 226
Non-White Populaion . ..............coois 81,168
Percent Non‘White . .........................249
Children Living with Single Parent ............15,047
Percent Children Living With Single Parent . ... ... 20.5
Births in 1989 . ... eeeieiiiiiaeeeree e 8,162
Population Change 1980to 1990 . ........... +5.8%
Per Capita Personal Income................ 23913
Population Per Square Mile ..................1442
Residential Property Value Average ..........138,148
Largest Municipalities

Teemon oot cossainasivivsiyvi s s BBHTS

Hamillon st spose it vagkinse e mrsy 06,553

EWING. . ooover e ene e 34,185

Mercer County 15 in central New Jersey, along the Delaware River.
Poputation ts concentrated around Teenton, the state capitol. Stale
governmenl and majar corposalions in the Princelon area draw
empioyees from ihroughoul the state.

15



Middlesex
County

composite rank

per caplta personal income rank

1

County Facts
Populallon ... ccisiarsssnsasiniiis ndods 671,780
Population Under 18 Years Old ... .......... 144 631
Percent Under 18 Years Old ..................215
Non-White Population . .................... 121774
Percent NonWhile .......................... 18.1
Children Living with Single Parent . ........... 20,261
Percent Children Living with Single Parent......... 14
Bithsin1989............................10446
Papuiation Change 1980101990 ... ........+12.7%
Per Capila Personal income .. ............... 24,139
Population Per Square Mile .. ................ 2,163
Residential Properly Value Average ..........161,236
Largest Municipalities
Woodbridge...........ooeeeeeienn.. 93,086
BiSON oiaisiodur s i 88,680
Old Brige s e i, 56,475

Middlesex County is a suburban community, located in the cenler
ol New Jersey. It borders both the Raritan Bay and the Atiantic
Ocean,

INCHCATOR

WOHRSE THAN STATE AVERAGE

STATE
AVG.

BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE

RANK  RATE

Law Birth Welght
of a e bt 7.3% E”' 11 | 6.6%
I M e ol B
Infant Mortality Rate
per 1,000 live Nrﬂ‘; 9'3 W:]1:% 7 8
Ehildren Receiving AFDC (1] §1%
per 1,000 children 12 R et [ g %
Births 1o Teens
per I.SDOntems 43 42'{' 6 25
Child Abuse/Neglect 25'/1
per 1,000 children 9'5 7 : 7 7
Chlld Death Rale 3]3%
eath Aa
per 10,000 children ages 1-14 3 b5y 3 2
b
]
Teen Death Rate 2004
per 10,000 teens ages 15-19 7 = 2 3
|
Juvenlle Commitment Rate 36%
per 1,000 chidren 1.4 TP et 111 .9
Out-of-Home Placemeni Rale 5 40% 5 3
per 1,000 children "‘"""'"_""""-_'""-""_'_ T d“
R R R TCR N
HSPT Failura Ral 45%
olaumngrad:ztu&?s 15.6% RS e e '"] 4 | 8%
|
Dropout Rate 32%
of af students grades 912 1%
ot prades 4 7 2.8%
100% 75% 5080 25% 0% 25% 50% 75% 100%
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Monmouth
County
composite rank
INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE ‘J:LTE BETTEA THAM STATE AVERAGE  RANK  RATE 1'1“"“3 T
Low Birth Weight 5
of all lve birthis
No Prenatal Care 34 %
of ll Bve biths 1.6% b 14 | 1.1%
Infant Mortality flate
per 1,000 ve biehs 9.3 13"“ 8 8.1
Chitdren Receiving AFDC A4%
per 1,000 children 120 . - 10 67
e r— ..1||__."
Births o Teens 33%
per 1,000 teens 43 b 1 1 29
Child AbuserNeglect 95 | 2% 8 | 73 Coupty Facts
per 1,000 children ’ | ‘ Poputation. .. ...........oooieeion...... 953,124
—— Population Under 18 Years Old ............. 134,814
cngo%oﬁ?wae:h - 3 . 8 3 Percent Under 18 Years O1d ..................243
e we Non-White POputation . .. ..o evreeeeennn 60,847
Percent Non-While .............covvveninnen. 126
Teen Beath Rate 20%
Do 1.0 loons ages 1513 7T i 2| 5 Children Living with Single Parent ... ... .17,593
—_ Percent Children Living with Single Parent......... 13
Juvenils Commitment Rate 435’- 1.4 17 2 Biths in1989. ...t ineens 8,282
per 1,100 chtin e Population Change 1980 10 1990 ............ +9.9%
Per Capila Personal Income................. 25,393
,',’e,”‘;g,“;;m'"“'“““‘ Rk rzw" | 5 12 6 Population Per Square Mile ... ...............1173
s LR Residenlial Property Value Average ..........2069%4
HSPT Fallure Rate 32% Largest Municipalities
of e h rade st 15.6% | 9 110.6% MIGIIELIN . ooeoeeeeseeeeseeereess 68,183
—-——;——' HOWEH e 38,907
Dropout Rate 2604 LongBranch . .......oveveiviiiiinnnt, 28,658
y 4.1% . .
&“Gﬁ“gf s 972 = rJ § |2.0% Monmouth County is in the middle of New Jersey's coast line.
P The counly s mostly suburban.
100% 75% 50% 25% M 14 25% 500 73% 10096

Kids Counl New Jersey Funded by The Annig E. Casey Foundation



Morris
County

composite rank

2

per tapita personal income rank

&

County Facls
Popilllon;.a ;uk s iii i b 24, . . 4421,353
Popuiation Under 18 Years Od .............. 96,201
Percent Under 18 YearsQld .................. 228
Non-White Population . ..........cooeinnnnns 34,672
Perceni NonWhite ... ........................B2
Children Living with Single Parent ............. 9417
Percent Children Living with Single Parenl . .......9.8
Births In 1989 Lo oo R e 5,807
Population Change 1980 101990 .. ..........+3.4%
Per Capita Personal Income......_.......... 29,981
Poputation Per Square Mile.................... 808
Residential Properly Value Average ..........225317
Largest Municipalities

Parsippany TownshipiTroy Hills . ........... 48,478

Mount Qlive; &5 i sin Al . i o 21,282

ROXBURY .. . eoenenneeoeeeeeen... 20,428

Monis County is a suburban community localed in the center of
northem New Jersey. i is approximately 30 miles from New York
City.

INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE

STATE
AVG.

BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE

RANK  RATE

Low Birth Weight J
ol :’:li‘i‘e births o 7'3'/. m 3 5.1./0
No Prenalal Care 81%
o e s 1.6% 3| .3%
Infant Moriality Rate 3‘1%
per 1,000 e birhs 9.3 5| 6.4
Children Receiving AFDC YRy
per 1,000 childen 120 2 16
{
Births to Teens 7
per 1.[smotee:s 43 % 1 g
Child Abuse/Neglect 53'!11!
use/Ne
et 1000 chidien 9.5 3| 45
Child Death Rale
ger 10,000 uhﬁdre: ages 114 3 8 3
Teen Death Rate 14%
peﬁ'l').ﬂm feens ages 1519 1 6 5
Juvenile Commitment Rate 093%
per 1,000 children 14 1 A
|
Out-of-Home Placement Rate 5 B0% 1 2
per 1,000 children
HSPT Failure Rate
s e 8% “ B
Dropout Rate
ol a!l’gudml.: grades 942 4.1% hsh' 2 | 1.7%
see Glossary
100% 7% 50% 2584 0% 25% 50% 75% 10086

Funded bv The Annle E. Casev Foundation
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Ocean
County
composite rank
INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE it BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK  RATE [iwereeerrymomerrer
Low Birth Weight 27% 1 6
o i e s 7.3% | = 7 | 5.3%
Ho Prenatal Care
or':m e 1.6% - 53"" 6 | .6%
Infant Moriality Rate 13%
et ylron) 9.3 8 | 8.1
Chitdren Receiving AFDC 520
et 1,000 chiren 9 120 8 58
Births to Teens 43 ML/- 8 30
pet 1,000 teens _
m County Facts
Chitd Abuse/Neglect 2% 9.5 16 | 1.5 Populaion. ... 433,203
Pper 1,000 chiidren TR Poputation Under 18 Years Old .............. 08,165
' Percent Under 18 Years Old .................. 22.7
ol Ll S 3 33% 3| 2 Non-White Populatin ...................... 20494
' SR Percent NonWhile .. ......................... AT
Yeen Death Rate 9 Children Living with Single Parent . ...........13,359
per 10,000 feens ages 1519 7 16 Percent Children Living with Single Parent .. .....13.6
Birthsin1989.............................6,039
Juvrs&l]e d(n;&nmltmant Rate 14 | 9 7 Population Change 1960 t6 1980........... +25.206
per - T Per Capita Personal Income................. 20,844
lation P! Milesisnaossims vt 081
Out-of-Home Placement Rate 5 0% 5 3 PDpILl alJcI)n er Square Mile
per 1,000 children Residential Property Value Average ..........157,822
: Largest Municipalities
HSPT Fallure Rate 13% 0 e e U 76.371
of all 9h rade shudents 15.6% 12 | 12% BICK .. vv e eieie i eereeaenn 66,473
Lakewood ...............cccvvvnvvnnnns 45,048
Dropout Rate 5% Ocean Counly is the second largest county in New Jersey. f is
““GMW“W H 4.1% 12 | 4.3% localed along the Atlantic Ocean. The county is a suburban
e seashore-resorl community.
0%

1008 5% 5046 25% 0% 25% 509 75% 100%

Kids Count New Jersey Funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation



Passaic
County

composite rank

16

per capita personal Income rank

INDICATOR

WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE

STATE
AVEG.

BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE

RANK  RATE

R Fr Bl

m

A

m

15 i %) 7.3% 16 | 8.1%
|
No Prenatal Ca
Pl 5%| 1.6% 18 | 1.7%
Infant Moriality Rata 3%
per 1,000 five nin?s 9.3 m 14 9
Chlidren Recelving AFDC
per 1,000 children ‘ f'_/' 120 14| 130
]
Births to T
pm.omm:sm i%—--- | 8 17 64
County Facls '
Population . . 453,060 Child Abuse/Neglect 6%| g5 12 | 10.1
Populalion Under 18 Years 0ld 108,743 pes 1,000 cen i
PercenlUnder1BYearsOld..............__....24
Child Death Rat
Non-While Population . . 121,530 per 10.000uchildre: :gas 114 ,m;' R - 16 4
Percent Non-White . 281 !
Children Living with Slngle Parenl 24623 Teen Death Rate 7 18% 6 6
Percent Children Living with Single Parenl ... 226 per TA0G eens ages 1543 i
Births in 1989 .. s B,135
Population Change 1980 1 1990 +12% duvenile Commilment Rate {1713 s 14 20 | 38
Per Capita Personal Income. ... .............20877 : A i
Population Per Square Mile ..................2449 Out-of-Home Placement Rate 5 11 5
Residential Property Value Average ..........182.765 per 1,000 chidren
Largest Municipalities
HSPT Fallure Rate 5
E::f;o i 1;?33; of all 9th grade studenls :..L._._1% .| 15.6% 19 | 23.5%
Passaic . A 58,041 ——— 4
Passaic Cuunly 5 in the northem part of the stale. The county has d':,,”gf,‘mf :radgs o1 Eﬁ___ ]_ . | 4.19% 19 | 7.5%
two distinctive types of communities. The northem seclion is rural sea Glossary F = )
and suburban, while the southerm parl is highly urbanized. ot L e —
10094 750 50% 2504 0% (1,0 25% 50% 7a% 100%
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STATE

INDICATOR \YORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE Syt BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK
ol}n:g:rmelum 7.3% 5% 12 | 6.8%
it 16% | | s 8 | 8%
et Et% ) 9.3 18 | 12.2
glgtllur&nm'nng AFDC fq% _ 120 16 144
?;n:u ml)ow‘z;ens E_3_'il - 43 15| 5
0 e P 9.5 20 | 15.4
g'!ﬂ,mﬂiu 114 3 8 3
L""B.m"’& 1519 1 78 7 21| 15
g:v:noge e&:ﬁr;mitmam Rate 1.4 | 431/1 10 8
[ |5 o
gl:&ﬂmcmﬂacmm Rate ?0% ) . 5 17 9
ﬁﬂmr;ig:; Rate 15.6% 12'/" 14 | 15.3%
i
3'5"33&&“3% 912 2% | 419 14 | 5%
s Gosry L
1009 5% 50% 25% 09 1] 25% 75% 100%

Kids Counl New Jorsey

Funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation

Salem
County

composite rank

15

per capita personal income rank

20

Counly Facls
Populalion sz « - - - - - o= - st s ey 65,294
Population Under 18 Years Old .............. 16,737
Percent Under 18 Years O1d .................. 25.6
Non-White Poputation . ..................... 10,800
Percent Non-While .......................... 16.7
Chitdren Living with Single Parent . ............ 3538
Percent Children Living with Single Parent ... ....21.1
Births I 1989 .o iwamaininsssseiias s simanis 821
Population Change 1980101980 ............. +1%
Per Capila Personal Incoma.................16933
Population Per Square Mile. ................... 193
Residential Property Value Average ..........104,403
Largest Municipalilies

Pennsville | oo v e e e e e s 13,794

CameysPaint ..............ooieinonn 8,443

Pitlsgrove ........ccciiiiiii i 8121

Salem County forms the southwestern tip of New Jersey. It is a
rusal communily, located directly across the Delaware River Irom
Wilminglon, Detaware.

21



Somerset
County

compaosite rank

4

per capita personal ingome rank

1

County Facts
Population...........cooeviiviniiiins 240,279
Population Under 18 Years Old .............. 52,889
Percent Under 18 Years Old .. .................. 22
Non-White Population. ..................... 28,895
Percent Non'White. . ..........................12
Children Living with Single Parent .............5668
Percent Children Living with Single Paeent ... .. .. 10.7
Biths in 1989 . ....... ..o, 3620
Population Change 1980101990 ...........+18.3%
Per Capila Personal Income................. 32,469
Population Per Square Mile....................789
Residential Property Value Average ..........210,141
Largest Municipalilies

Frankhn . ... 42,780

Bridgewaler ................oiiiiiiinL, 32,509

Hiflsborough ........................... 26,808

Somerset County is a rural communily, lacated in the center of
the state. The county seat is 40 miles from Times Square, 60 miles
from Philadeiphia and 100 miles {rom Atlantic City.

STATE

INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE AVG BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK RATE
Low Birth Weight
of altfive births 3 |51%
No Prenatal Cara
of al e bitths 5 | .5%
Infant Mortality Rate
per 1,000 live births 4 63
Children Recelving AFDC
per 1,000 children 120 3 24
Births to Teans
ger 1,000 teens 43 5 20
Child Abusa/Neglect
per 1,000 chidren 9.5 _ _ 3| 56
Child Death Rate 3 67% 1 1
per 10,000 children ages 1-14
Taen Death Rate
per 30,000 teens ages 15-19 7 6 6
Juvenlle Commitment Rate
ber 1,000 chiren 14 ﬁ 121 11
Out-of-Home Placemani Rate 5 0% 1 )
pe A een e g
HSPT Failure Rate 47%
of all 9th grade studenls 15.6% 5 | 8.3%
Dropout Rate I
of all studenls grades 942 4.1% H 5 | 2.7%
sea Glossary
100496 7504 25% 09 0% 250 50% 75% 10094
Kids Coun! New Jersey Fundrd bw Tha Annia £ Macev Fnndating
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INDICATOR

WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE

STATE
AVG.

BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK  RATE

Low Birth Welght
of al five births
No Prenatal C: L 87%
oo ns 16% [ el 1 204
: A

lafant Mertafity Rat
p‘;‘mMIivehimlrs ’ 9.3 , _‘__.,,.__5_4%] 1| 43
Children Recelving AFDC
pr 100 esen 120 | 3“'3 3| =
Birdhsto T
Dor 1000 tens 43 _ __'.‘5‘.'{3 4| 16
Child Abuse/Neglect
peﬂ,lll}chi!ckm“ Ja%ﬁ 9.5 13 | 10.7
Chitd Death Rate 3 67% 1 1
per 10,000 chideen ages 114 —_—
Teen Death Aal
oot 10000 oot aps 1519 i“%. 7 12| 8
Juvenile Commitment Ral
p:v‘:a)ﬂachﬂdrenm " ’ 1-4 & - w93'_/|i 1 1
Out-ol-Home Placement Rat 0%
pgf;'n{ﬂ] mm cament Rate 5 - | 1 5 3
HSPT Fallure Rat
daﬂm;agemsmd:n?s 15.6% | 43"' 6 | 8.9%
Bropout Rate
of a e races 812 4.1% | 56% 3 | 1.8%
see Glossary ‘_ ]

1009  75% 25% 0% 0% 25% 50% T5% 100%

Kids Count New Jersey

Funded by The Annle E. Casey Foundation

Sussex Gounty

composite rank

3

per capita personal incoma rank

19

County Facts
Poputation.......coeniinii 130,943
Population Under 18 Years O .............. 36,386
Percent Under 18 Years Old .................. 278
Non-White Population .. . ...........cooavtt 3112
Percent Non-White . ..........................24
Children Living with Single Parenl ............. 3725
Percent Children Living with Single Parent ....... 10.2
Biths in 1989 . .........oooiiiiiiin, 2114
Population Change 1980101980 ........... +12.8%
Per Capia Personal Income................. 23,782
Population Per Square Mite. ...................251
Residentiai Property Value Average .......... 144,639
Largest Municipalities

1111 21211

Hopateong. . .....coveeveenvreeecninnnns 15,586

Sparla .... oo i L B 15,157

Sussex County forms the nosthwestem lip of New Jersey, it borders
New York Stale on its north and the Delaware River and Penn:
sytvania on its wesl. 1l is 3 rural communily.

23



Union
County

composite rank

13

per capita personal income rank

INRICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE Sg‘ng BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE ~ RANK  RATE

pr et 7.3% 14 | 7.3%
Lol 1.6% 3% 12 | 1.1%
Infant Marallty Rate
Rt 9.3 I%. 10! 8.4
Children Recelving AFDC
per 1,000 children ¢ 120 |“_£'__'{\'j 13 | 108
Births to Teens
et 1,000 leens 43 T% 12 40
County Facls -
Population . . o e, 493819 Child Abuse/Naglect 95 |14% 10| 82
Population Under 18 Years Old .....108,088 il E ﬁ]
Percent Under 18 Years Old . ................. 219 narane
Non-White Population . . v s 26,403 per 10,000 d,ad,.;, :Qﬁ 118 3 8 3
Percent Non-White . et L e IR
Children Living with Smgle Parenl ............ 20,229 Teen Death Rate 7 A43% 1 4
Percent Children Living with Single Parent ....... 187 per 10,000 leens ages 1549 :
Biths in 1989 . ... i 7,632
Populalion Change 198010 1890 ............. o | Juvenls Semmilment ate 14 15| 14
Per Capita Personal Income . ................ 25,328
Population Per Square Mile . ................. 4,782 Out-ol-Home Placement Rate 20% 5 12 6
Restdential Property Value Average .......... 198,063 per 1,000 children m
Largest Municipalities -
Elizabeth .. .ooovveenrnesiiiaeiineenns 110,002 HSPT Failure Rale 16% | 15.6% 16 | 18.1
UM, + oo oeeeeeeeeseiieeeeenensess 250,024 B ] ' %
Plainfield .. ....ovviiiiir i 46,567 0 -
ropout fal
Union County is in nartheasiern New Jersey, 15 miles from New Y . 5%
Yark Gity. Union county is a mixed urban and suburban community 2';"6‘.3:‘;’;,,"‘ ades 312 4.1% M 10 | 3.9%
and cansidered the most ndustrial area in the stale. =

100% 75% 50% 25% 0% 0% 25% 50% 75% 100%

Cinsiad s Tha Anrila £ Foeme Fnonddatinn




Warren
County

composite rank
INDICATOR WORSE THAN STATE AVERAGE  SayaC  BETTER THAN STATE AVERAGE  RANK  RATE wgcam e
Low Birth Weight 2084 13
o rmunm.w 73% | < . 6 | 5.2%
No Prenatal Care 81%
of all lve bisths 1.6% | s —— 3 | .3%
Infant Moriality Rate 23%
per 1,000 ve it 9.3 EA 6 | 7.2
Chitdren Receiving AFDC 540
ger 1,000 chideen 120 — { ] 6| 55
Births to Teens 16%
per 1,000 teens 43 I _:_J 10 36
County Fagts
Child Abuse/Nagiect
B 1000 hen | 9.5 1] 85 POBUIAION . .o eveveeerreneeeneens 91,607
Population Under 18 Years Old .............. 22,695
Child Death Rate y 33% 3 16 4 Percent Under 18 Years Old .................. 247
P 10000 s sgm [ | Non-White Poputalion ....................... 2,519
N Pescent Non'White . ...............coiiiienn 28
Dot 0000l ges 15419 7 n| 7 Children Living with Single Parenl ............. 3,202
Percent Children Living with Single Parent ........ 14.1
Juvenile Commitment Rate 1.4 | 71% 6 4 Biths in 1989 ... ..o 1,524
pes 1,000 chidren | N o YA | ’ Population Change 1980 to 1980 ............ +8.5%
Per Capila Personal Income .................21,327
f.f"{%'&':'a'&f’:’“m"'““ 5 ; 20% 9 4 Population Per Square Mile....................256
I— Residential Properly Value Average ... .......140,362
HSPT Failure Rate 15.6% 35% Largest Municipalities
of a0 grade students ‘ 6N | 8 [10.2% PHISOUG .. voveeeeeeeeesesene . A5TST
' HackBHSIOWN . . . ..o iieiian e 8,120
Dsopout Rate 24 Mansfigld. . .......o.ovviiii s 7,154
;’;’m rates $12 il 4.1% 1 | 4.2% Warren Counly is in norltwestem New Jersey, bordering the
Delaware River. Il is a rural communily.
1009 75% 50% 25% 0% % 25% 50% 75% 1007
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State Average
of all students
grades 912

4.1%

B0 Dropout Rate
Dropout figures in this book were the best available at the time
of publication, but they fail to present a complete picture of the
4.1% problem (see “‘Glossary™ section). One of their flaws is that,
because they report dropouts for only a single year, they fail to
corvey the impact of dropouts on a class (or “cohort’") of students
1.2% during al! four years of high school. An approximation of this
impact may be made by multiplying the single-year rate by 3.3,
_ Thus, if a county or a district experiences an annual dropout rate
of 6.3% for four years, the loss of students from the beginning
Best NJ Ave. Worst of the ninth-grade year to graduation would approximate 20.8%.
1989-30 Dropout Rate
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GLOSSARY

Low Birth Weighl—Percentage of babies bom
weighing below 2,500 grams (5.5 Ibs.} in 1969
(Department of Health). These babies have a higher
death rate {see Infant Mortality Indicator} and are
more likely to develop disabilities which create a
greater need for medical care, early intervention
services, special education, and lifelong support
Services.

No Prenalal Care—Percentage of ali children bom
in 1989 whose mothers reported receiving no
prenatal medical care {Department of Health). Such
children are more fikely 1o be of low birth weight
(see Low Birth Weight indicator). Mothers who do
not receive prenatal care have higher rates of
maternal death, illnesses and complications, all of
which have adverse implications for the child.

Infant Mertality Rate—The number of infants per
1,000 who died before their first birthday in 1989
{Department of Health). High rates of infant
mortality are indicative of poor access to health
care, lack of prenatal care, birth defects (including
those caused by prenatal exposure o alcohol and
drugs), and high rates of poverty.

Children Recelving Aid to Families with Depen-
dent Children (AFDC) Benefits—The number of
children per 1,000 receiving Aid for Dependent
Children Benefits in 1930 {Department of Human
Services). Children who receive thess benefils are
poor and are more likely to have health problems,
to live in substandard housing, and te be abused
and neglected.

Births to Teens—The number of adolescents (ages
15-19) per 1,000 who gave birth in 1982 (Depari-
ment of Health). Children born to adolescents are
more likely to be of low birth weight, to have health
problems, and suffer child abuse and neglect. Ado-
lescent parents have fewer educational and career
opportunities, thus perpetuating poverty for
themselves and their children.

Kids Count New Jersey

Chiid Abuse/Neglect—The number of substantiated
abuse and neglect cases per 1,000 children in 1990
{Department of Human Services). Substantiated
abuse is indicative of dysfunctional families in
which the child is not likely to receive the nurturing
required for development. Abusive behaviors are
likely to be repeated in the next generation when
the child has become an adult.

Child Death Rate—The number of children (ages
1-14) per 10,000 who died in 1988 (Depariment of
Heaith). Over one-third of child deaths are caused
by motor vehicle-related injuries, infectious
diseases and other injuries inctuding those refated
1o fires. These causes are associated with risks in
their families and communities, such as the lack of
well-daveloped interventions and services.

Teen Death Rate—The number of adolescents
(ages 15-19) per 10,000 who died in 1988 (Depart-
ment of Health). A high percentage of adolescent
deaths are caused by motor vehicle refated injuries,
homicide, suicide and other high risk behaviors.
These causes are associated with risks in their
families and communities, such as the lack of well-
developed interventions and services.

Juvenile Commitment Rate—The number of
juvenile commitmants per 1,000 in 1989 {Depari-
ment of Corrections). Children in detention centers
lack the opporiunity for participation in family life,
traditional education systems and interactions with
the community. They are more likely to come from
families and communities in which high risk
behaviors are more prevatent.

Oul-of-Home Placement Rate—The number of
children placed in a setting such as foster care,
residentizl care or other out-of-home placament per
1,000 in 1990 (Department of Human Services;
Department of Education; Department of Correc-
tions). Children who are pfaced in such a setting
often lack the stability of a nurturing home life.

High School Praficiency Test (HSPT) Failure
Rate—The percentage of ninth grade students
failing one or more subjects {reading, mathematics
and writing) on the High School Proficiency Test in
1989-90 (Department of Education). Passing the
HSPT is a requirement for graduation. Students
who fail it are considered to lack critical ninth
grade-level skills. Although students have additional
opportunities 10 pass the test, the remedial instruc-
tion they receive often restricts their educational
opporiunities.

Dropou! Rate—The number of students who
discontinued school before completing the pre-
scribed course of instruction during the 1989-90
school year, as a percentage of total enrollments of
grades 9-12 {excluding specia education and
ungraded dropouts) in the same year {Department
of Education).

*While these figures were the best available at the
time of publication, they have four ffaws: (1) they
over-represent the total percentage of dropouts
because they include a number of students whose
move to a new residence ieft their school status in
doubt; (2} they under-represent the total percent-
age of dropouts because they exclude students
who left school without notifying schoal authori-
ties; (3) thay are subject to reporling errors,
especially in districts with the most serious
dropout problems; and {4) because they report
dropouts for only a single year, they fail to convey
the impact of dropouts on a class (or *‘cohort™)
of students during all four years of high schoal.
An approximation of this impact may be made by
multiplying the single year rate by 3.3. (Thus if a
county or district experiences an annual dropout
rate of 6.3% for four years, ihe loss of students
from the beginning of the ninth-grade year to
graduation would approximate 20.8%.)

Funded by The Annie E. Casgy Foundation
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NOTES

Birth Statistics—Department of Health, 1989

Composite Rankings—The composite ranking is
based on the cumulative standarized scores for
each indicators. The standardized score of an
indicator is the number of standard deviation units
that measure the distance from the mean of the
distribution (the raw score minus the mean divided
by the standard deviation).

Non-White Population—Includes all those who are
non-white, either of Hispanic Origin or not Hispanic
Orign, according to the 1990 Census of Population
and Housing.

Per Capita Persenal Income—This income
measure is the total personal income of the
residents of a given area divided by the resident
populaion of the area. Personal income is the
income received by persons from all sources, that
is, from participation in production, from both
government and transfer payments, and from
government interest. Personal income is measured
as the sum of wage and salary disbursements,
other labor income, proprietors’ income, rental
income of persons, personal dividend income,
personal interest income, and transfer payments,
less personal contribution for social insurance.

Personal Income Statistics—US Department of
Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis, 1891

Population Statistics—US Department of
Commerce, Bureau of Gensus, Census Data, 1990

Kids Count New Jersey
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Rankings—All counties are arranged in sequential
order from best (1) to worst (21) and assigned a
rank using the latest available data on each
indicator. Whenever there is a tie of two or more
counties, they are assigned the most positive rank
(for exampte, if three counties are tied at ranking
positions 10, 11, and 12, they are assigned a rank
of 10 and the next county is ranked 13).

Residential Property Valus—1991 New Jersey
Legisiative District Data Book. Bureau of Govern-
ment Research and Department of Government
Services, Ruigers, the State University.

COLLABORATIVE PARTNERS

Governor's Committee on Children’s Services
Plannlng (GCCSP)—The GCCSP is astablished
pursuant to Executive Order 200 of the Governor
and consists of 10 state and 13 public members.
The missions of the GECSP is to promote the
development, provision and coordination of ser-
vices to New Jersey's children, youth and families.
The purpose of tie GCCSP is to serve as a mech-
anism in state government for determining the
needs of children across categorical and agency
boundaries so as to assist the Governor’s office
and state depariments in their planning and policy
development for children.

Association for Chitdren of New Jersay (ACNJ)—
ACNJ is an independent statewaide non-profit
organization that advocatas for children and
families on a broad variety of issues in New Jersey.
Established as ACNJ in 1978, its roots go back
nearly 150 years to the founding of the parent
organization, the Newark Orphan Asylum, in 1847,

-
e
S7 B;qw'

lts continuing mission is to improve the welfare of
the state’s children by heightening governmental
and sccietal awareness and responsiveness to the
needs of children. It pursues this mission through
direct administrative, legislative and legal advocacy
throirgh outreach, and through research and
dissemination of information. ACNJ's goal is to
effect positive public policy change on behali of
children.

The Public Education Institute (PEI}—The Public
Education Institute, established in 1985, provides
New Jersey's citizens, community leaders, schol-
ars, and policymakers with a neutral environment
in which to examine educational issues and to form
policy recommendations for state and local action.
Its purpose is to analyze critical issues facing New
Jersey’s public schools and engage civic and
educational leaders in an examination of policy
options enlightened by the best scholarship.

Deparimest of Hsman Services (DHS)—The
Department of Human Services provides social
services for more than one million adults and
children, or about one of every eight New Jersey
residents. It operates seven psychiatric hospitals,
ten centers for developmentally disabled persons
and several residential programs for emationally
disturbed youths. It also serves youth and families
and administers AFDC, Medicaid aid to the blind
and other social programs. Services and assistance
are provided through seven divisions and the Office
of Educalion and by various units of the Depart-
ment's central office, including the Office of
Prevention of Mental Retardation and Develop-
mental Disabilities.

Funded by The Annie E. Casey Foundation
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