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Dear Friend,

As we look back on 2021, it is clear that our communities will be reeling from the
pandemic for many years to come. COVID has magnified the systemic hardships
that families have faced for far too long. But change happens when we raise our
voices together.

It is a historic time for children. The American Rescue Plan provided significant and
unparalleled federal funding for kids and families, including a substantial increase

in the child tax credit, making dramatic changes that will benefit almost all families
with children and potentially cut child poverty by more than 30 percent. Investments
made in child care and a new universal home visiting law put the well-being of
children at the forefront. It was your advocacy efforts, sounding the alarm for the
needs of our youngest residents, that helped to make this happen.

Cecilia Zalkind
President & CEO

But we know that our work is far from over. Children have been impacted by
learning loss and isolation, and the need to address mental health challenges
continues to grow. The urgency to transform our early childhood systems could not
be greater. Families with babies and toddlers have been hit particularly hard. Often
our youngest children— who lack access to mental health care—are overlooked.
Child care providers—while helped by COVID relief funds—still cope with staff
shortages and an uncertain future for their businesses. With the tremendous federal

Sara' Thom funding New Jersey recently received, ACNJ is fighting to ensure that those invest-
ghazr, Board of ments not only address existing issues but solve long-standing problems in our early
rustees

care and education system.

As always, ACNJ’s only agenda has been putting the needs of children first. Please
join me in reflecting on this year’s achievements, and as we look ahead to 2022,
welcoming new opportunities to ensure every child has the chance to grow up safe,
healthy and educated.

January March April
In partnership with NJ receives roughly $10 billion in federal ACNJ teams up with First Lady Tammy Murphy,
Melinated Moms, covid-relief (ARPA) funding that includes the NAACP of Atlantic City, Prematurity Prevention

ACNJ welcomes its
Parent Leadership
Council, a group of
parents actively engaged
in advancing stronger laws

and policies for New Jersey's babies and their families.

Nurture NJ, the First Lady's statewide maternal
health awareness campaign, releases their
strategic plan to combat the state’s Black
maternal mortality crisis, in alignment with
ACNJ's Unlocking Potential prenatal-to-3 roadmap.

February

Coinciding with the release of our report,
Home Visiting: A Lifeline for Families During
the Pandemic and Beyond, ACNJ holds virtual
visits with members of New Jersey's
congressional delegation to discuss and
advocate for this critical program, as well as
other supports including child care.

$694 million for child care, $16 million for
Head Start; and $1.2 million for home visiting.

NJ Kids Count
Data is now
updated ona
quarterly basis
in an effort to
continue to highlight important
trends impacting our state’s children.

NEW JERSEY

EARLY CHILDHOOD HOME VISITORS
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#HOMEVISITINGISESSENTIAL

Initiative and Family Health Initiative for a round-
table discussion on the state of healthcare for Black
and Brown mothers.

May

ACNJ begins its three-part #ReimagineChildCare
webinar series, exploring ways the state can reform
New Jersey's child care system.

Part one of Newark Kids
Count Data Snapshot:
The Impact of COVID-19
reveals how Newark
families utilized safety
net programs during
the pandemic.
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The Impact of
COVID-19:

Look ot the Utilization of
Programs Assisting Families




Deepening our Commitment to Addressing Race Equity
Through Parent and Community Engagement

@® ACNJ’s partnership with Melinated Moms, an advocacy coalition
for moms and women of color, helped build a community of parent
leaders positioned to shape policy for New Jersey’s families.

@® The compelling testimonies from parents and child care providers
at meetings with elected officials and state decision-makers helped
drive the message that babies and families must be a priority.

Screenshot of a virtual public hearing convened by the state
Assembly Women and Children’s Committee on child care

New Jersey
Parents

It's time to tell your
legislators what
your babies need
to thrive.

#REIMAGINEchildcare

June

Strolling Thunder
NJ 2021 brings
together parents
across the state to
develop recommen-
dations on how state
leaders could use the
nearly $1 billion in
federal child care
funding allocated to
New Jersey to help
working families.

ACNJ and its partners at the National Institute
for Early Education Research (NIEER) begin
preschool expansion outreach efforts with

school districts.

At a public hearing before the NJ Department
of Human Services on the state’s Child Care
Development Fund Plan, ACNJ speaks on the
historic opportunity to change New Jersey's child
care paradigm now and in the future with the use
of the American Rescue Plan Funds.

We all have a role to play in achieving racial equity and eliminating disparities that impact outcomes for
children, families and communities. Inequities that predated the pandemic have also intensified as Black
and Latino families experienced greater hardship as a result of the public health crisis. This past year,
ACNJ sought input from young people, parents, caregivers and service providers on their solutions and

lived experiences to better inform our advocacy.

Newark Kids Count
Data Snapshot

THUNDER

New Jersey

Parent advocates from ACNJ's parent leadership council
facilitated group discussions at Strolling Thunder NJ.

New Jersey signs legislation permitting students
receiving special education services who turned
21 in the 2021 school year to receive an additional
year of special education and related services, if
the parent and the individualized education program
(IEP) team determine that the student requires them,
including transition services.

) o mpact of P:i\rt two of Newark
AT Colige Siodents. Kids Count Data
R TR R Snapshot: The
8 Impact of COVID-19

highlights how the
pandemic has
affected young
people in Newark

and their future educational and financial prospects.

July

The New Jersey Department of Children and
Families and ACNJ convenes a virtual forum to
highlight current trends and upcoming innovations
in the practice of child welfare and well-being in the
Garden State.

STROLLING®"™

68 parent

advocates trained
in Find Your
ROAR trainings

The Impact of
COVID-19:

College Students
and COVID-19

RING A YOUTH PANEL DISCUSSION

Newark youth share how the

and employment prospects

Reflections on the bl %
Impact of COVID-19 4 1 .
gl

Reflections from Newark
service providers on the impact of COVID-19.
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Statewide universal home visiting program
becomes law, guaranteeing new parents at least
one free home visit from a nurse within two weeks of
their child's birth. Creating an infrastructure for a
universal home visiting system was one of the key
goals in ACNJ's 2020 Unlocking Potential prenatal-
to-3 plan.

Governor Murphy signs three landmark bills to
combat lead poisoning, including an effort to
replace all lead pipes within the next decade.

N.J. takes action
against lead

New regs designed to eliminate lead in homes, including ...

« All N.J. rental properties
built before 1978
must be inspected
and have lead removed.

« All lead water service lines
in N.J. are to be removed
within the next 10 years.
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pandemic affected their learning



Nearly

23 ACNJ-facilitated
Zoom meetings with
the offices of all members
of New Jersey’s
congressional and U.S.
Senate delegation on the
topic of child care and
home visiting

1,500
of early childhood
champions
engaged in direct
advocacy

Seizing the Moment for Babies and Families

In response to the pandemic, Congress made unprecedented investments,
which reflect lessons learned about the various supports that families need.
This includes the enhanced federal child tax credit, a historic achievement
in cutting child poverty, potentially lifting 89,000 New Jersey children above
the poverty line. The Garden State also received nearly $1 billion in child care
relief funding through the American Rescue Plan and other federal aid.

Critical to N.J. for child care support to remain
in ‘Build Back Better’ | Opinion

How New Jersey Will Use the Federal Other Federal/State Achievements

Stimulus ARPA Dollars on Child Care:

@ Waive parent copays in the child care subsidy
program through the end of 2023.

@® New Jersey became the second state in
the nation to pass a statewide universal
home visiting law, allowing parents the
opportunity to receive at least one home
visit from a nurse within two weeks of
their child’s birth at no expense.

Provide an additional $300 per month per child
for subsidy payments until the end of 2023.

enior
Advocates for Children of New Jersey,

Expanded Medicaid coverage of new
mothers for 365 days postpartum.

recruit new workers and retain existing staff.

Offer grants of $20,000 - $80,000 to center-based
child care providers to help stabilize their opera-
tions, including increased wages and facilities
improvements. Family child care homes are
eligible for grants up to $2,000. ([

@ Provide family child care providers enrolled in
Grow NJ Kids (New Jersey's child care quality
rating and improvement system) with increased ([
subsidy reimbursements based on increased ®
levels of quality.

()
@ Provide $1,000 bonuses to help child care providers °®
()

® $50 million in preschool expansion funding.

® $100 million in federal child care funding for facilities improvements and
employee supports.

Increasing the eligibility for the Child Dependent Care tax credit to allow
families that earn up to $150,000 to take advantage of the tax credit, more
than doubling the number of families qualifying for the credit.

$2.45 million to support NJ’s existing evidence-based home visiting programs.

$20 Million in the Cover All Kids Initiative that will help maintain current
health care coverage for low-income families and help enroll the estimated
@ Provide incentives to child care programs to 90,000 children who remain uninsured.
offer evening, weekend and non-traditional hours ®

- $83 million to increase the child care subsidy reimbursement rates
of care.

for center-based child care and assist programs in addressing the
January 1, 2022 minimum wage increase.

September

Governor Murphy announces 10-year vision to
bring universal preschool to New Jersey.

#NTVOTE

ACNJ kicks off the #NJVotes4Kids campaign,
hosting a South Jersey Kids Count forum discus-
sing data relevant to children in the southern part of
our state, as well as offering opportunities to speak
up for children in the upcoming election.

HealthySteps, an evidence-based program of
ZERO TO THREE, recently implemented and
integrated into four pediatric practices in New
Jersey. ACNJ hosted a webinar on this program,
which provides families with support to promote
social and emotional development.

ACNJ's partner, ReadyNation highlights the
pandemic's impact on women in the workforce,
citing the lack of child care as the main driver and
actions to take to remedy the problems.

October

ACNJ president/CEO Cecilia Zalkind participates
in a child care roundtable with Vice President
Kamala Harris, Congresswoman Mikie Sherrill
and Governor Phil Murphy, focused on the critical
importance of child care to parents and to the econ-
omy, particularly for women in the workforce.

New Jersey becomes one of only four states that
have adopted and implemented the five effective
policies essential to the healthy growth and devel-
opment of infants and toddlers outlined in the 2021
Prenatal-to-3 State Policy Roadmap, funded by the
Pritzker Children’s Initiative.

Dr. Walter Gilliam, Professor of Child Psychiatry
and Psychology at Yale University, helps kick off
"Celebrate Babies Week," with a webinar focused on
the impact the pandemic has had on the social-emo-
tional well-being of young children, families, and the
early childhood workforce.

November

Pennies to the Dollar: The Investment Gap for
New Jersey's Earliest Learners reveals how little
federal and state funding goes towards early
childhood education and supports for children
from birth to age 3.

ACNJ Invites You To Our

618 Aol
Breokfast Colbration

Generation COVID: Lessons Learned,
Opportunities Ahead

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 at the
Clubhouse at Galloping Hill Golf Course,
Kenilworth, New Jersey

December

ACNJ's 6th Annual Breakfast! Our featured
presentation, Generation COVID: Lessons
Learned, Opportunities Ahead, will include
healthcare and education professionals
discussing how COVID-19 has impacted our
children’s learning, and how we can work
together to improve outcomes and give a
voice to our youngest residents.




On the Ground Advocacy

Combating learning loss and ensuring transparency and

accountability within the child protection system o 245 parents/caregivers and professionals
received information and assistance regarding

@® ACNJ’s outreach via community presentations, blog posts and direct the legal rights of children.
assis'tance to parents and professiona}ls helping chilflren and families ® 1’ 170 stakeholders participated in virtual
provided needed updates on state guidance and assistance to forums on improving child welfare, sponsored
students struggling in school because of COVID-19 shutdowns. by ACNJ and the NJ Department of Children

@ ACNJ kept its network and the public updated on latest child welfare and Families.
reforms via blog posts and joint webinars with the NJ Department ® 210 parents, caregivers and advocates trained

of Children and Families. on education law and advocacy.

COVID-18 Update
Rights for Students
Receiving Special Education

Services
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NJ DEPARTMENT OF

i CHILDREN & FAMILIES
BLOG JUN 2021 BLOG JuL 2001 BLOGC AUG 2021 BLOG AUG 2021
BLOG: Special Education Students BLOG:K‘”F'“P_CME‘ and NC‘W_JWSQY'S All Positive About DCF Progress in Report on Progress Being Made by NJ
Turning 21 in 2021 Entitled to Another Revised Kinship Legal Guardianship Act Federal Courl Hearing Department of Children and Families

School Year

A Blog b

Kelly Monahan

BLOG APR 2021 BLOG JANZOZL BLOG JUN2021 ANNOUNCEMENT JAN 2021
What Parents Should Know Regarding Being a Strong Advocale - Know When Solution Based Casework Model to be Federal Monilor Reporls thal NJis
School's Obligations for Compensatory to Request Advocacy Assistance for Implemenled for DCP&P-Involved Making Progress in Child Welfare
Education for Children with Disabilities your Child's Education During the Families Reform Efforts

Pandemic

Advocates for Children of New Jersey (ACNJ) is the trusted,
independent voice putting children’s needs first for more
than 40 years. A cornerstone of ACNJ's success is our
independence. We are non-partisan and accept no state

funding for advocacy, giving us the freedom to speak up Wa nt to

for children who have no voice and no vote. Co nnect Wlth AC NJ 7
Our work results in:

® better laws and policies,

@ more effective funding and

@ stronger services for children and families.

This means more children are given the chance
to grow up safe, healthy and educated.
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A heartfelt thank you to all of our supporters for your steadfast dedication
to New Jersey’s children and for your generous donations to ACNJ in 2020.
Our work would not be possible without you.

Foundations and Grants

All Our Kin
Alliance for Early Success
IOLTA Fund of the Bar of NJ
Henry & Marilyn Taub Foundation
Maher Charitable Foundation*
Merancas Foundation, Inc.
Pritzker Children’s Initiative
Prudential Foundation
Redlich Horwitz Foundation
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Russell Berrie Foundation
The Annie E. Casey Foundation
The Burke Foundation
The Fund for New Jersey
The Nicholson Foundation
The Schumann Fund for

New Jersey
Turrell Fund
Victoria Foundation
Zero to Three National Center for

Infants, Toddlers and Families

$2,500 and Over

Darrin W. Anderson, Sr., Ph.D./NJ

YMCA State Alliance*

David Earling & Maria Nicolo

Richard H. Flyer, M.D.

Samuel G. Huber & Catherine
Weiss, Esq.

Rita & Stuart Grant*

Laura & John Overdeck*

PSE&G Foundation*

The Burke Foundation*

Richard Trenk & The Victor and
Pearl Tumpeer Foundation Trust*

Alan & Cecilia Zalkind*

$1,000 - $2,499

Marcia Bennett

Teresa Buccarelli*

Mary Coogan & Stephen Reuning*

Lorraine D'Sylva-Lee*

Brett and Sue Flynn Family
Foundation*

F. Lee & Lisa Forrester*

Ellen Claire Frede & Steven Barnett

Gail L. Houlihan*

Elizabeth Ingriselli

Thomas & Michelle King

Andrew Klick

Richard M. Meth, Esq.*

Princeton Public Affairs Group*

Michael Quinn

Cynthia & Robert Rice*

Kendell Sprott, J.D., M.D.*

Melissa Tassé, Ph.D.

Sara Thom & Marc Hanes*

Richard Trenk, Esq.

The Frederick W.H. Fischer Fund of
the Community Foundation of
New Jersey

Turrell Fund*

Charles Venti*

$500 - $999

Arturo Brito, M.D., MPH

Kathryn A. Brock

Redlich Horwitz Foundation

Henry Alfred Coleman, Ph.D.

Lorraine Confair

Diane Dellanno

Amanda L. DiScala*

Stephen Eisdorfer*

Susan C. Esquilin, Ph.D.

Laurence E. Fundler, Esq.

Jola Coffee*

Robert B. Jones, Ph.D.

Reginald Lewis*

Elizabeth Lew-Williams

Colleen Maguire

Carmen Maietta

Frank Messineo (Solutions
Architecture)*

José Carlos Montes, M.Div.*

James Oakes Charitable Fund

New Jersey Association for
Infant Mental Health (NJ-AIMH)
and the Coalition of Infant/Toddler
Educators (CITE)*

NJ Association for the Education
of Young Children*

James & Nancy Quinn

Oliver Quinn

Ronald & Samira Shalhoub

Michael K. Sheehan

Inge Pihl Spungen*

Robert & Mary Sterling*

Lorri Ann Sullivan*

Statewide Network for New Jersey's
Afterschool Community*

Gerard Thiers*/ASAH*

$250 -$499

Bonnie & Michael Carter
Joanne Fillimon

Vito & Marie Gagliardi
Michael Houlihan*

Joseph & Nancy Irenas

Justin Kiczek

Mary Ann & Paul Kiczek

Dawn Kowalczyk

Nancy Lauter

The Concord Advisory Group*
Melissa & Mark Litwin

James Lukenda & Maura Lockhart
Debra Menkowitz

Domenick Pascarella*
Richmond Rabinowitz
Jennifer Robinson, Ed.D*
Maureen & Ciro Scalera

John Gordon Slater

Rose Zeltser

$1-$249

Antoinette & Sam Abdelmalek
Beatriz Alcaraz

Silvana Alfonso

Jhale Ali

Theresa L. Alonzo*
Yanira B. Amadeo*
Avissa Beek Peniston*
Melanie Besculides
Marion Bolden
Beatrice Bork

Melanie Brown*

Ellen Butler

John J. Callahan
Christopher Camm
Charisse Carrion*
Arnold Cohen

Amanda Colon*

Edith Coogan

Tafshier K. Cosby*
Gerard Costa*

Vicki M. Cowan

Valerie C. Curry*
Jessica de Koninck*
Joseph E. Della Fave
Harriet Dichter
Amanda DiScala

Ellen Kelly Donati
Reginald Dorsey*
Corinne Driver

Jay Duco

Maurice Elias, Ph.D.*
Katherine Farley
Carolyn Featherston*
Catherine Felegi

Judith Forbes

Beth Ann Gardiner*
Kiran Handa Gaudioso*
Amy P. Goerl

Glenn A. Grant

Diana Grisi

Marina Gulak
Christianna Harvey
Cathryn Hendon

Lanae Herman
Christopher Hernandez*
Eloisa Hernandez Ramos
Nancy Johnson & Larry Filler
Susan Kanrich

Kenneth Kayser

Ethan Kiczek

Barbara Ann Kiley*

Liza Kirschenbaum
Brian Kulas

Corinne LeBaron*
Monica Lallo, Ed.D*
Beverly Ann Lee*

Lana Lee*

Frances A. Licht

Keri Logosso-Misurell, Esq.*
Tamara Lucas, Ph.D.*
Miguelina Maldonado
Gregory Mantsios
Howard & Marylee Margolis

* Donors who also supported ACNJ’s 2020 annual breakfast.
We have made every effort to ensure the information contained on this page is accurate and complete. If you were an
ACNJ supporter in 2020, but find that your name has been omitted, misspelled or listed under an incorrect heading,

please contact us at (973) 643-3876.

Amy-Beth & James Martin
Carrie Masia, Ph.D.*
Valerie Y. Mauriello*
Barbara May*

Carmela McCleary*
Colleen Nelson*

Andrea Pastore

Cornelia Peckman & Allan Reiss
Francesca Peckman & Ken Kraus*
Melita Peckman*

Joseph A. Pendergast
Frank Petrucci

Maria Pinho

Leslie Snell Pollard
Roberta Polton

Sheldon & Linda Presser*
JoAnn Quattro*

Thomas Quinn

Christine Ray

Lianna Reagan*

Barbara Reisman & Eric Scherzer
Lisa Rettino*

Antoinette Richardson*
Inga Richardson

Marianne Riggins*

Robin Rivell

Denise Rodgers

Margaret A. Sanzo*

Susan Shapiro

Minsun Shin*

Katherine Shoemaker*
Emily Ann Spitzer

Thomas Spychalski
Joseph Suozzo, Esq.
Meghan Tavormina
Elmoria Thomas*

Nancy Thomson

Richelle Todd-Yamoah*
Paul & Neimah Tractenberg
Michael D. Underwood
Laura Van Bloem*

Alana Vega

Cathy Wasserman, Esq.
Lorene S. Wilkerson*
Linnea Weiland

Robert C. Williamson
Bruce J. Wisotsky

Heidi Zaentz

Lynn Zamparelli

Jaime Zamparelli Abramov

*
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