
South Jersey Solutions 
for Kids

September 27, 2021

Alana Vega, Kids Count Coordinator

As per University policy, this is a mask 
mandated event for those attending in-person.

Our program will begin promptly at 9:30 am.



Special thanks to our funders…



…and our partners



2021 Kids Count Products



KIDS COUNT Data Center

http://www.datacenter.kidscount.org/


Where does ACNJ get its data?

• Federal sources:
• U.S. Census Bureau

• Bureau of Labor Statistics

• Internal Revenue Services

• State Sources
• N.J. Department of Health—NJSHAD

• N.J. Department of Children and Families

• N.J. Department of Human Services

• N.J. Department of Education



Topics for Today:

• Population Trends2020 Census

• Education Trends

• Physical Health and Well-being

• Economic Trends

• Child Protection

• Data on the Horizon…



2020 Decennial Census Data

2010 Child 
Population

2020 Child 
Population % Change

Atlantic 63,888 56,541 -11%
Burlington 104,243 96,455 -7%
Camden 125,117 116,981 -7%
Cape May 18,349 16,292 -11%
Cumberland 37,705 35,731 -5%
Gloucester 70,261 65,013 -7%
Mercer 82,982 82,668 0%
Ocean 134,919 154,629 15%
Salem 15,510 14,299 -8%
New Jersey 2,065,214 2,007,684 -3%



Kindergarten Enrollment (Full- and Half-Day)

2016-17 2019-20 2020-21
% 5-yr % 
Change

Atlantic 2,945 2,764 2,419 -18

Burlington 4,440 4,513 4,017 -10

Camden 5,700 5,886 5,092 -11

Cape May 832 835 778 -6

Cumberland 2,004 1,930 1,782 -11

Gloucester 2,847 2,938 2,738 -4

Mercer 4,135 4,108 3,823 -8

Ocean 4,434 4,464 3,922 -12

Salem 781 681 729 -7

New Jersey 90,740 90,818 82,604 -9



Postsecondary Enrollment
Postsecondary Enrollment Rates, % Enrolled in Any Institution

County District Fall 2019 Fall 2020

Atlantic Pleasantville Public Schools 33.2% 29.9%

Burlington Pemberton Township 49.6% 48.0%

Camden Camden City 36.3% 28.2%

Cumberland Bridgeton City Schools 44.8% 28.5%

Salem Salem City Schools 46.7% 43.7%

Statewide 72.0% 67.3%



Health and COVID-19

• According to Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services:
• Fewer young children receiving scheduled vaccinations

• Fewer outpatient mental health services

• Fewer dental services

• In NJ, a Mar. 2021 press release from NJDOH highlighted impact of 
pandemic on childhood lead screenings.
• Fewer blood tests

• Yet, high EBLL rates

• More hospitalizations due to lead exposure

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/fact-sheet-service-use-among-medicaid-chip-beneficiaries-age-18-and-under-during-covid-19
https://www.nj.gov/health/news/2021/approved/20210329a.shtml


NJ Childhood Lead
Number of Children Ages 6-26 Months Tested 

for Lead, 2019

#

% of Total 
Population 
Ages 6-26 
Months

Atlantic 1,856 28%
Burlington 2,873 28%
Camden 4,068 31%
Cape May 438 24%
Cumberland 1,364 31%
Gloucester 1,557 23%
Mercer 3,245 38%
Ocean 7,104 46%
Salem 396 26%
New Jersey 77,845 36%

Children Ages 6-26 Months with Blood Lead Levels ≥ 
5 micrograms/deciliter

#

% Out of Total 
Children Ages 6-

26 Months 
Tested for Lead

Atlantic 39 2.1%

Burlington 54 1.9%

Camden 72 1.8%

Cape May 8 1.8%

Cumberland 51 3.7%

Gloucester 21 1.3%

Mercer 109 3.4%

Ocean 32 0.5%

Salem 27 6.8%

New Jersey 1,646 2.1%



NJ FamilyCare, Recipients Under Age 19

2017 2020 2021
5-yr % 

Change
Atlantic 31,892 30,615 33,587 5
Burlington 27,610 26,833 29,695 8
Camden 61,392 58,276 62,463 2

Cape May 8,004 7,487 7,970 0
Cumberland 24,115 23,741 26,016 8

Gloucester 21,263 19,872 21,714 2
Mercer 34,674 34,234 37,825 9
Ocean 72,894 79,680 87,707 20
Salem 6,879 6,579 7,186 4

New Jersey 808,928 776,976 851,417 5



% Receiving Early Prenatal Care*
2015 2018 2019

Atlantic 72.2% 74.8% 74.6%

Burlington 77.6% 75.6% 78.6%

Camden 74.8% 68.9% 69.1%

Cape May 73.1% 75.5% 74.1%

Cumberland 69.4% 69.0% 67.8%

Gloucester 76.8% 78.3% 78.5%

Mercer 63.7% 67.9% 65.7%

Ocean 79.3% 70.1% 75.0%

Salem 55.6% 73.3% 75.1%

New Jersey 73.6% 73.2% 74.6%

*Those receiving prenatal care beginning in the first trimester.



Percentage Receiving Early Prenatal Care by Race, 
2019

TOTAL

White, 
non-

Hispanic

Black, 
non-

Hispanic

Hispanic 
(of any 
race)

Asian, 
non-

Hispanic

Native 
Hawaiian/

Pacific 
Islander, 

non-
Hispanic

American 
Indian/Ala

ska 
Native, 

non-
Hispanic

Other 
Single 

Race, non-
Hispanic

Two or 
More 
Races, 
non-

Hispanic Unknown

74.6% 83.4% 61.2% 65.3% 81.5% 66.7% 72.5% 58.1% 66.4% 70.4%



Unemployment Rate
2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

Atlantic 7.4 7.2 5.8 5.1 17.8

Burlington 4.5 4.1 3.7 3.3 8.2

Camden 5.5 5.1 4.6 4.0 10.1

Cape May 9.8 9.2 8.4 7.2 13.8

Cumberland 7.5 7.0 6.4 5.5 10.8

Gloucester 5.1 4.7 4.2 3.7 9.3

Mercer 4.3 4.1 3.6 3.2 7.4

Ocean 5.2 4.8 4.2 3.7 9.5

Salem 6.4 6.2 5.4 4.8 9.5

New Jersey 5.0 4.6 4.1 3.6 9.8



CP&P Out-of-Home Placements

2016 2019 2020
5-yr % 

Change
Atlantic 425 232 240 -44
Burlington 343 204 159 -54
Camden 578 542 468 -19
Cape May 182 107 82 -55

Cumberland 310 239 160 -48

Gloucester 426 261 223 -48
Mercer 382 312 265 -31
Ocean 429 297 205 -52
Salem 66 83 58 -12

New Jersey 6,663 4,458 3,717 -44



Number Substantiated/Established--
Abuse/Neglect

2016 2019 2020 5-yr % Change
Atlantic 434 357 276 -36
Burlington 499 214 146 -71
Camden 1,067 606 372 -65
Cape May 192 164 141 -27
Cumberlan
d 515 283 148 -71
Gloucester 434 298 183 -58
Mercer 284 204 101 -64
Ocean 388 279 131 -66
Salem 180 113 76 -58
New Jersey 8,256 4,897 3,134 -62



Things to Consider/Remember

• Data limitations:
• No 1-year ACS data

• Detailed Decennial Census data unavailable until 2022

• Traditional source, such as standardized tests won’t be available for another 
year
• Difficult to compare data like school meals, chronic absenteeism

• New opportunities:
• Child Tax Credit

• American Rescue Plan Funding



Questions?  For more information:
Visit our website: www.acnj.org

http://www.acnj.org/


• Use this guide to:
• Inform candidates on key issues relating 

to infants and toddlers

• 4 Key Issues:
• Child Care

• Home Visitation

• Infant Mental Health

• Maternal and Infant Health

• It’s time to raise our voices for our 
youngest learners!



: Child Care



: Home Visitation



: Infant Mental Health



: Maternal and Infant Health




