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Giving Every Child A Chance

Advocates for
Children of 
New Jersey

About Us

Advocates for Children of New Jersey
(ACNJ) is the trusted, independent voice
putting children’s needs first for more
than 30 years. 
A cornerstone of ACNJ’s success is our 
independence. We are non-partisan and
accept no state funding for advocacy, 
giving us the freedom to speak up for
children who have no voice and no vote.
Our work results in better laws and 
policies, more effective funding and
stronger services for children and 
families. This means more children 
are given the chance to grow up safe, 
healthy and educated.  

Our Agenda

Getting It Right From the Start 
All young children need high-quality
early education. It supports their healthy
growth and development, putting them on
a path to school success. It is a foundation
for early literacy, so that they are reading
on grade level by the end of third grade, 
a key to future school success and high
school graduation.

Supporting Family Success
The healthy growth and development of
children starts with their parents. All 
parents must be able to provide stability
and security for their children.

Protecting Vulnerable Children 
and Youth
Children in the care of the child 
welfare and juvenile justice systems 
need special protections. Separated 
from their parents and communities, 
they depend on government services 
for their health, safety and well-being.
These systems must be held accountable
to make sure that children’s needs are 
met while in state care and that they 
return to safe and stable families or to
other permanent homes.

Want to Connect with ACNJ?

Like our Facebook Page www.facebook.com/acnjforkids 

Follow Us on Twitter https://twitter.com/acnjforkids

Subscribe to our Chanel www.youtube.com/acnjforkids

Or, go to our website www.acnj.org and sign-up to receive

news and action alerts. 

Connect
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that remain on the child care assistance
waiting list, following ACNJ’s advocacy,
which secured increased state funding.

The increase in the number of eligible 
NJ children who now receive a healthy 
meal at the beginning of each school day 

as a result of our Food for Thought: 
School Breakfast Campaign.

Families who received free 
assistance on legal issues affecting 

their children through our 
KidLaw Resource Center in 2012.



Dear Friends,
As President of the ACNJ Board of Trustees, I am proud of ACNJ’s
unqualified track record of working tirelessly to make New Jersey 
a better place for children to grow and develop. Despite the 
challenging economy of the last several years, that goal has helped
ACNJ sustain important gains for children, from improving 
access to school breakfast to maintaining New Jersey’s nationally-

recognized, high-quality preschool. 
These accomplishments would not have been possible without you — our donors, volunteers,
Trustees, community partners and so many individuals dedicated to children. It is your 
support, in many different ways, that has enabled ACNJ to remain a strong, independent 
and effective voice for children.  
On behalf of the ACNJ Board of Trustees, thank you for making the future a brighter one for
more children. Your loyalty and commitment make a difference. 

Sincerely,

Richard Trenk,  
President, Board of Trustees

Dear Friends,
Our efforts this year to develop stronger policies and 
programs for children from infancy to age 3 is the beginning 
of an ambitious agenda that, when accomplished, will create 
a strong foundation for all young children in New Jersey. 
I am proud of the role that Advocates for Children of 
New Jersey (ACNJ) has played in developing New Jersey’s
state-funded preschools, ensuring more children have access 
to health insurance and helping more children start their 

school day with a healthy meal through our school breakfast campaign. Each day, hundreds
of thousands of New Jersey children prove the importance and impact of
these successes, when they start kindergarten healthy and ready to learn.
This is a moment to celebrate our “wins” and then to redouble our efforts 
to do more.  So, join with us in celebrating these successes and making 
another commitment to the work ahead. Your support continues to make 
a difference for thousands of children across New Jersey.

Sincerely,

Cecilia Zalkind
Executive Director

OCTOBER 2012 — ACNJ’s 2nd Annual School
Breakfast Report drew support from statewide
leaders. Agriculture Secretary Douglas Fisher,
pictured above, serves breakfast to Newark high
school students. The report resulted in many
school districts changing the way they serve
breakfast, reaching more “food-insecure” 
children each day.

OCTOBER 2012 — ACNJ releases the Special
Kids Count Report:  Juvenile Justice on the 
successful effort to keep thousands of youth out 
of detention, calls for continued support of this
critical initiative. Pictured above, ACNJ Board
Member Margaret McLeod chats with the 
Honorable Glenn Grant, who leads the state’s
court system, and ACNJ Board President 
Richard Trenk.

FEBRUARY 2013— In response to ACNJ’s
Newark Kids Count 2013, former Newark
Mayor Cory Booker declares Newark is in 
a state of “crisis” because it is “losing its 
children” and vows action. Later, the mayor 
unveils a plan to address poverty, especially
among Newark’s youngest children and 

establishes the
Newark Early
Childhood Policy
Board. Pictured,
ACNJ Executive 
Director Cecilia
Zalkind with 
Mayor Booker.

MARCH 2013 — According to state officials,
New Jersey essentially eliminated its long 
waiting list for child care assistance, which
stood at 10,500 children, as a result of ACNJ’s
advocacy that secured increased state child 
care funding.

APRIL 2013 — ACNJ presents its report, 
Keeping the Promise of Preschool, to the 
Joint Committee on Public Schools, and 
urges lawmakers to support expansion of 
high-quality preschool to children across 
New Jersey. The Legislature endorses a 
$10 million
down payment
on the expan-
sion and law-
makers begin
talking pub-
licly about 
the need for
expanding 
access to 
quality early
education in
New Jersey.

We have made every effort to ensure the information contained on these pages is accurate and complete. If you were an ACNJ supporter in 2011 or 2012 but find your name has been omitted, misspelled or listed 
under an incorrect heading, please contact us at (973) 643-3876.

ACNJ Donors 2011 and 2012MAY 2013 — ACNJ 
releases the 2013 
New Jersey Kids Count
Report, which 
measures child 
well-being statewide.
ACNJ takes the Kids
Count data on the road 
at regional forums 
across the state. 
Community members
and decision-makers in all 21 counties create
action plans to improve child well-being in
their towns and cities.

MAY 2013 — ACNJ arranges for U.S. 
Congressman Rush Holt to visit a local 
preschool to build support for a federal 
proposal to expand high-quality preschool
across the nation and in New Jersey, drawing
media attention and getting the message out 
to the public and other decision-makers.

JUNE 2013 — ACNJ informs the media 
about the state’s widely unnoticed attempt 
to limit information that can be released to 
the public when a child dies or nearly dies 
due to abuse or neglect. The news release 
garnered significant media attention.
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$100,000+
Annie E. Casey Foundation*
The Foundation for 
Child Development
The Prudential Foundation*
The Schumann Fund for New Jersey*
Third Sector New England*
The Turrell Fund*

$50,000 – $99,000
The Community Foundation of 
New Jersey
The Fund for New Jersey*
IOLTA Fund of the Bar of NJ*
Jennifer Mermans*
The Victoria Foundation*
The Walmart Foundation
The William Penn Foundation

$25,000 – $49,999
Americas Promise/First Focus*
The Nicholson Foundation
Office for Prevention of 
Developmental Disabilities
The Henry & Marilyn Taub 
Foundation
Voices for America’s Children*

$10,000 – $24,999
Novartis Pharmaceuticals 
Corporation*
Toys R Us
Verizon

$2,500 – $9,999
The Frederick W.H. Fischer Fund 
of the Community Foundation 
of New Jersey*
Charles and Mary Macksoud*
Investor’s Bank Foundation
Valerie Mauriello*
Richard Trenk*
Alan and Cecilia Zalkind*

$1,000 – $2,499
Kathryn A. Brock*
Naim and Emily Bulbulia*
Concord Advisory Group*
Brenda Considine
Timothy Carden and Amy Rosen*
CVS Caremark
Mary Coogan and Stephen Reuning*
Vito and Marie Gagliardi*
Stuart Grant*
Ron Hitchon
Gail L. Houlihan*
Samuel G. Huber and Catherine Weiss*
Investors Bank Sanford Office
Paul and Erin Morales*
Kathleen Priestley*
The Prudential Foundation Matching
Gifts Program*
PSEG Foundation
Robert and Cynthia Rice*
Kendell Sprott*
Trenk, DiPasquale, Della Fera, Sodono
Kevin and Francine Wood

$500 – $999
Henry A. Coleman*
Kathleen G. Comini*
Diane Dellanno 
Douglas and Priscilla Eakeley
EisnerAmper LLP
Jose Gener
The Richard R. Howe Foundation*
Jessica de Koninck*
Nancy Lauter*
Matthew Loncar*
John Marozzi
Kevin Michael and Clare Ryan*
NJ State Employee Charitable 
Campaign
Debra Pavignano
PSEG Educational Matching Gift 
and Volunteer Program*
Oliver Quinn*
James and Nancy Quinn*
Clare Sapienza-Eck
David and Inge Spungen*
Gerard Thiers*
Charles Venti*

$250 – $499
Kathleen Adamik*
Evelyn Baltodano-Sheehan
Marcia Bennett
Thomas Blatner
Elizabeth and Kurt Borowsky
Teresa Buccarelli*
Philip and Lisa Caton
Michael and Kathleen Conway
Cyndie Czesak 
Reginald and Gwen Dorsey*
Jo Ann Dow-Breslin*
Maurice Elias*
Janet Farrand*
Judith Forbes
David Harris*
Jason and Sarah Hollander
Nancy and Joseph Irenas*
Barbara and Martin Jacobs*
Robert Jones
Edgar Kaplan*
Isaac King
Michael Krasner* 
Barbara and Jeffrey Kutscher*
Eileen Leahey*
Gordon MacInnes*
Thomas and Judith Mack*
Margaret McLeod*
Mark Moon
O’Gorman & Young, Inc.
Sharon Peraino
Maria Pinho*
Suzanne Poole* 
PSEG, Employee Giving*
Richmond Rabinowitz
Francine C. Raguso*
Simeon H. Rollinson 
Kenneth A. Rosen
Shoshana and Warren Usatine Schiff*
Holly Seplocha*
Don Shauger
Shimalla Wechsler Lepp & 
D’Onofrio, LLP
Robert and Mary Sterling
Norma Svedosh*
Alvin Trenk 
Steven and Susan Trenk*
TRI-M Construction Company
Michael and Maria Weiss

$100 – $249
Susan and Ken Adler
Bea Alcaraz*
Lisa Ashbaugh*
Diana Ausby
Diana Autin and Keith Hefner
Brian Baker*
Ruth and S. Alexander Banks
Amanda Blagman*
Grosvenor and Elizabeth Blair*
Adele Boskey
John and Antoinette Boyne*
Howard Bryant*
John J. Callahan*
Carla Capizzi
Julie Carew
Michael and Bonnie Carter
Deborah Cherniss 
Patricia Chisholm and 
Beth MacDonald
Lawrence and Dorothy Ciliotta*
Cliffside Park First CPC
Elena Cohen
John and Edith Coogan*
Lisa M. Cowles
Vicky Czyznikiewicz
Christine M. Dattoli
Hendricks Davis*
Kathryn Deacon*
Edward and Jessica Deutsch
Ellen Kelly Donati and Joseph Donati
Liz and Dennis Driscoll*
Corinne Driver*
Louise Eagle*
Kit Ellenbogen*
Family Intervention Services, Inc.
Joanne Fillimon*
Martin A. Finkel
Marlene Flores
Lee and Lisa Forrester
Fran Gallagher*
Shirley Garth*
Harold and Kay Gellert 
Richard Gertler
Amy P. Goerl
Barry and Lorraine Goldenberg
David Goldfarb*
Ruth Gubernick*
Rebecca Guess
Rosanne Regan Hansel
Ryusuke and Pam Hasegawa
Mary Louise Heim* 
Nicole Hellriegel*
Miguel Herrera*
Eileen C. Howell-Lee
Kenneth Kayser*
Thomas J. and Michelle King*
Lana Lee*
Mark and Barbara Levy*
Keri Logosso-Misurell
Yvonne Lopez*
Gina Lucas
Michael Luft 
James Lukenda and Maura Lockhart
Lutheran Office of Governmental 
Ministry*
Steven and Amy Marcus
Ginny and John Martin*
Sally Mason*
Jill M. McLaughlin
McManimon & Scotland, LLC
Marge Monaghan
Morgan Stanley Charitable Spending*
Carolyn Musser

Alice Nadelman
NAPNAP
Patricia Natale
Linda Ocasio and Robert Gebeloff*
Stella Osemwegie*
Liz Ostuni
Pat and Steve Oxman
Karen W. Pappas Saake
Nancy Parello*
Domenick Pascarella*
Nina Peckman*
Charles and Helen Persing*
Beatrice Podorefsky
Roberta Polton
Colleen Poole
Sheldon and Linda Presser*
Leslie C. Quick III
Barbara Reisman and Eric Scherzer*
Maria Soto Rios*
Robins’ Nest
Barry Royce*
Nicholas R. Scalera*
Phyllis Simon*
Grace Sisto
Thomas Spychalski
Barbara and Robert Starr*
Janis Strasser*
Joseph Suozzo*
Michele Thompson
Harold and Ilene Tolchinsky
Penny Trenk
Linnea Weiland
Linda and Alfred Weiss
Suzanne and Robert Williamson*
Richard Wright*
Maria Yissell
Rose Zeltser*
Albin Zwiazek*

Up to $99
Toni and Sam Abdelmalek*
Claire Abel
Elena Abrego
Center for Creative Alternatives
Eldrean  E. Attaway
Lisa James-Beavers and 
Herman Beavers
Burton Blagman
Michelle Bobrow
Felicia Booker
Maria Borges
Nicole K. Brown
Sharon Y. Brown
Sheila Buck
Alison Carter
Patsy Carthan-Warlock*
Tanveer Coelhot
Lorraine Cooke 
Costco Corporate Match*
Jenna Davino
Dolores and Neil De Haan, Jr.
Angie DeFazio
Nezzie and Philip DeFrank
Christopher and Barbara DiCostanzo
Rebecca Doggett
Judy Donlen
Joseph and Marie Drozdz
Helen Dunn
Reni Erdos
Mabelyn Estrada
Robert M. and Cynthia Farley
Gisela Ferrer
Larry Filler and Nancy Johnson
Rose Fontaina

Susan Garruto*
Jean Gerry
Ann-Linn and Larry Glaser
AnnMarie Griffin-Ussak
Rita Gulden
Charles Lee Harp
Kay Hendon
Eloisa Hernandez Ramos*
Herminia Herrera*
Eileen Jankunis
Keeva Kase and Lauren Moore
Stephanie Kaslow
Pramod Khanna
Michelle King
Liza Kirshenbaum
Adriana Flores Kuhn and 
Edward Kuhn
Karen Leoncavallo
Deborah Levine and Bryan Luftglass
Florence B. Levine
Helen Lindsay
Ruth Lowenkron
Mark Lowenthal*
Susan Mack
Kristine W. Migliazza
Network for Good - Anonymous
John Niejadlik
Lynn Norcia
Susan O’Donnell
Herbert and Andrea Ouida
Norman and Judy Perkus
Mark Perrin
Sylvia Pfeffer*
Pauline D. Phipps*
Donna Pressma*
Jeanne Prignano
Stephanie Rebecchi
Ingrid and Marvin Reed
Danielle Richards
Gerald J. and Edith Ritz
Sandra Rodriguez
Susan Roth
Jamie Santana
Maureen and Ciro Scalera
Isabel Simpson
Jonathan Singer
Jill Slattery 
James Snider
Micheline Moody-Stephens 
and Lawrence Stephens
Peggy Stofik
Annette Strickland
Jane Susswein
Linda Tomlin
Jacqueline M. Truzzolino
Cathy L. Wasserman
Carol A. Weil
Catherine Wilson
Maria Workman*
Wayne Yankus
Alma L. Yee
Nancy Ziobro
Bonnie J Zishka
Thomas Zsiga

“Your support 
continues to 

make a difference
for thousands of
children across 
New Jersey.”

—Cecilia Zalkind


