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Having access to a robust supply of high‐quality licensed child care 
near their home or workplace is an essential support for working 
parents. Licensed child care programs not only offer parents a safe 
and reliable child care option while they work, but they can also be 
a valuable source of early education during the critically important 
first three years, laying the foundation for healthy development and 
success in school and life. Statewide, more than 207,000 children 
under age three live in families where both parents work, meaning 
they will be in need of some form of child care.1 

However, according to a recent survey conducted by 
Advocates for Children of New Jersey regarding the 
availability of infant-toddler care in New Jersey, licensed 
child care for babies is in short supply with only enough 
space to serve roughly a third of the children that need 
care because all parents in the household work.  
Furthermore, although centers report that they have the 
capacity to serve approximately 68,000 infants and 
toddlers, they typically serve closer to 55,000, leaving 
more than 150,000 very young children without the 
option of center-based care.  The primary reason centers 
reported serving fewer children than they have the 
capacity to serve is that they cannot find enough staff to 
work in the infant-toddler room.2 

1. 2015-2019 American Community Survey, Public Use Microdata Sample 
2. Help Wanted! Child Care Staffing Crisis Means Still No Room for Babies, ACNJ August 2022  

Infant-Toddler Child Care in New Jersey 
As of March 2022 

Number of Licensed Centers that Provide Infant 
Toddler Child Care 

1,720 

Number of Children Under Age 3 304,277 

Children Under Age 3 Likely to Need Child Care 
Because All Parents Work 

206,908 

Estimated Number of Slots Licensed Centers are 
Willing To Provide 

68,348 

Estimated Number of Slots Licensed Centers 
Typically Provide 

54,860 

Number of Centers Providing Infant-Toddler 
Child Care Participating in Grow NJ Kids 

443 

Number of Centers Providing Infant-Toddler 
Child Care Rated by Grow NJ Kids 

143 

•  

 Support an increase of CCDBG by $4.3 billion in FY24—for a total discretionary funding level of 
$12.4 billion. 

 Support an increase of $17.47 billion for Head Start in FY 2024. 

 Support the Child Care and Working Families Act and funding that will provide basic grants, 
similar to Stabilization grants to support child care programs that have fewer children whose 
families are eligible for child care assistance but are struggling to meet the true cost of care 
without unduly burdening parents with higher tuition rates. 

Recommendations to address the shortage of high-quality infant‐toddler child care 
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Congressional District #12: Infant-Toddler Child Care Availability As of March 2022  

Municipality 

Total Number of 

Centers Serving 

Infants and 

Toddlers  

Total Number 

of Infants and 

Toddlers 

Estimated 

Number of 

Infants and 

Toddlers with 

All Parents in 

Workforce 

 Number of 

Infants and 

Toddlers 

Centers are 

Willing To 

Serve  

 Number of 

Infants and 

Toddlers 

Centers 

Typically 

Serve 

Percent of 

Slots 

Typically  

Available for 

Infants and 

Toddlers 

# Centers 

Participating in 

GNJK (NJ’s 

Quality Rating  

Improvement 

System) 

Number of 

Centers 

Rated by 

GNJK 

 

Bound Brook  0 451 304 0 0 0% 0 0 

Bridgewater  7 1,124 759 346 296 39% 1 1 

Cranbury  2 89 55 36 27 49% 0 0 

Dunellen  3 283 175 63 46 26% 0 0 

East Brunswick  12 1,214 750 551 503 67% 1 1 

Ewing  8 938 649 242 188 29% 1 0 

Franklin Twp./ Franklin Park/ 
and Somerset 

20 2,225 1,502 728 530 35% 5 0 

Helmetta  0 86 53 0 0 0% 0 0 

Hillsborough  14 977 659 760 517 78% 2 2 

Hopewell Twp. and Boro/  
Titusville 

1 375 260 72 60 23% 0 0 

Jamesburg  2 191 118 48 43 36% 1 0 

Manville  1 329 222 22 19 9% 1 0 

Middlesex  4 485 300 175 88 29% 2 0 

Millstone  0 8 5 0 0 0% 0 0 

Milltown  1 220 136 14 8 6% 0 0 

Monroe  2 642 397 106 81 20% 0 0 

Montgomery Twp./Belle 
Mead /Skillman 

5 409 276 310 182 66% 0 0 

North Brunswick  12 1,533 947 475 339 36% 4 0 

North Plainfield  4 936 632 155 137 22% 1 0 

Old Bridge Twp./  Laurence 
Harbor/ and Parlin 

12 1,749 1,081 474 389 36% 4 0 

Pennington 3 56 39 165 137 351% 2 1 

Plainfield  15 2,752 2,014 537 426 21% 6 4 

Plainsboro  3 608 376 165 136 36% 0 0 

Princeton Boro and Twp. 8 506 350 405 375 107% 1 1 

Rocky Hill  0 17 11 0 0 0% 0 0 

South Bound Brook  0 189 128 0 0 0% 0 0 

South Brunswick Twp./
Dayton, Kendall Park/ 
Monmouth Junction 

10 941 582 416 275 47% 3 1 

South River  1 519 321 62 65 20% 0 0 

Spotswood  1 196 121 49 23 19% 0 0 

Trenton  9 4,339 3,003 350 221 7% 1 0 

West Windsor Twp/Princeton 
Junction 

4 532 368 177 143 39% 1 0 

All Municipalities 164 24,919 16,593 6,903 5,254 32% 37 11 

Number of municipalities in the district that are infant-toddler child care deserts: 10/29% 
 *An infant-toddler desert is any municipality with more than 50 children under age 3 that contains either no child care 
providers or so few options that there is less than 20% of available slots for infants-toddlers that are likely to need child 
care because all parents in the home are employed.  
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