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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) !

Q: What is “chronic absenteeism”?

A: Chronic absenteeism refers to the number of stude
Students who miss {+u&tdawo avaegrs tphe yosurbhsmem luol fydetdlree 1 8 (
considered “chronically absent.” A district’s “chron
absent in a set tme period.

Q: How is chronic absenteeism different from “truancy” or “average daily attendance”?

A: “Truant” students are students with more than 10
simply at absences, regardless of reason. “Average d
show up to school on any given day.

Q: Why should schools look at chronic absenteeism data?

A Students cannot l earn if they are not in school ,
academic success is at risk. Each absence puts a chi
profciency to graduaton rate.

Q: What causes chronic absenteeism?

A Kids may miss too much school for a variety of re
that physical and ment al health issues, unreliabl e t
community violence and poverty are risk factors for
Q: How can chronic absenteeism be reduced?

A: Absenteeism requires a community soluton beyond t
t he causes of student absences. However, the gener al
1) regular review of atendance data at the school, ¢
2) interventon strategies to notfy and support f ami
3) school <climate and culture that encourage atendan

Q: How was ACNJ’s data collected for this report?

A: ACNJ received its data from the New Jersey Depart
variety of student data to NJDOE through the NJ SMAR
each student. From there, NJDOE determines how many
each district by grade.

Q: Why doesn’t this report compare data from the 2014-15 school year with data from the 2013-14 school year?

A: Previously, school districts ofen had varied prac
However, as districts became more &wampe ngf acnhr drita &
practces evolved, |l eading to sldneardd 52Gkhoebk Yyeadat a
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Percentage of Students Chronically Absent by Grade, 2014-15 School Year
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Sources: New Jersey Department of Education and specific district data from
Community Charter School of Paterson, Closter Borough, Freehold Twp., Maria Varisco-Rogers Charter School,
Newark Prep Charter School, Pace Charter School of Hamilton, Palisades Park, Wharton Borough.
- - \
Percentage of NJ Students Scoring Proficient or Above, NAEP Grade 4 2015
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\ Source: National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Data Explorer (2015). )

. . . Connect with us!
For information about best practices and

Strategles for imprOVIng attendance' VISIt n Find us on Facebook at facebook.com/acnjforkids
Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/acnjforkids

www.attendanceworks.org You D View our videos at youtube.com/acnjforkids
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