
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

New Jersey Think Babies Coalition 
July 30, 2019 

Abbreviated Notes From Meeting 
 

 Advocacy Success Updates 
- Initiated a Minimum Wage petition signed by over 1,200 stakeholders.   
- Held a press Conference on May 30th prior to Strolling Thunder featuring several providers talking about the 

impact of the increase of the minimum wage on child care.  View a summary of press conference on ACNJ website. 
(see attached video) 

- Held Strolling Thunder on May 30th .  Over 350 families from over 64 municipalities throughout the state attended 
including over 130 babies and toddlers.   3 legislators spoke at the event including Senator Gopal, Senator Ruiz, 
and Assemblywoman Tucker. In addition 5 parents shared their stories related to the Think Babies Coalition 
priority areas (See attached video) 

- More State Funding for Child Care was included in the FY20 Budget: 
$9 million increase in DFD budget to offset impact of minimum wage increase on subsidy 
$15 million increase in DFD budget earmarked for child care 
 

 Pritzker Children’s Initative Grant Update 
A leadership team has been selected to work on the Pritzker Children’s Initiative.  The team is composed of Think 
Babies Coaliton members as well as new stakeholders such as the NJ Department of Labor, Governor’s Office and 
the Office of the First Lady.  The team will meet a total of 7 times between July and December to develop a plan to 
serve 27,000 low income infants and toddler by 2023. The plan will target, quality, evidence-based early childhood 
education and health related services that build a strong foundation for the healthy development of children 
prenatal to age three.  During the 4 meetings devoted to the 4 priority areas – home visitation, infant-toddler child 
care, infant mental health and maternal and child health – Think Babies members will be invited to attend as ad hoc 
members to lend their content expertise to the team.  ACNJ will regularly report on the activities of the leadership 
team to the Think Babies Coalition and workgroups.  Workgroups will be engaged in Pritzker follow-up activities as 
appropriate.   

 

 Work Group Report-back 
 Infant-Toddler Child Care 

- Continue to advocate for additional funding to offset minimum wage increase 
- Develop a workforce initiative to incentivize infant toddler educators to obtain higher credentials tied to 

compensation.  Utilize TA from the Alliance TEACH grant to determine best approach.  
- Engage Family Child Care 
- Increase the capacity of infant –toddler spaces in child care programs in deserts.   

 
 Infant Mental Health 

- Held a meeting with Medicaid expert, Elizabeth Burak on July 17th  from Georgetown Center for Children and 
Families to help determine advocacy strategy:   

1. Need to have a strong communication/messaging strategy and identify key messengers. 
2. Meet with new Medicaid leadership in NJ to get buy-in.   
3. Develop a strategy to address workforce needs. 
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4. Explore successful strategies other states have used to engage Medicaid (ie NY’s First 1,000 Days 
and Alaska’s ACES initiative).  Other states have done it NJ can too.   

5. Leverage EPSDT to cover infant mental health services. 
  

Home Visitation 
- Held a Home Visitation Stakeholder Summit on May 17th attended by 29 stakeholders to discuss the current 

status of home visitation in NJ, identify strengths and challenges with the system and strategies to 
strengthen and expand the system.  Created an Action Plan following the Summit to address identified 
issues.   

- Identified 4 areas to focus on that are most pressing: 
1. Define who/what is included in the “home visitation system.”  
2. Hold focus groups with new parents to gather stories regarding their experiences with home visitation.   
3. Learn more about the Home Visitation Bill (S-3466) proposed by Senator Ruiz and arrange a meeting/call 

with Senator Ruiz. 
4. Gather more data regarding Central Intake.   Diane to reach out to Lakota Kruse and Lenore Scott for 

data.  
 

 Think Babies Coalition Partner Updates and Announcements 
The Time to Care Coalition is planning a number of activities with some of the NJ Congressional delegation to 
support the federal FAMILY Act.  

 

 Guest Presentation - Census 2020 “Counting NJ’s Young Children” 
Census data for the 0-5 age group was presented.  There is a severe undercount in this age range that will affect the 
population that our campaign supports.  Presentation concluded with ways that members can help ensure that an 
accurate count is completed.  Members of the Think Babies Coalition agreed to form a sub-group to formulate the 
role of Think Babies Coaliton in this effort.  Please see attached PowerPoint of the presentation.   
 

 Wrap up and closing remarks 
All meeting minutes and resource documents can be found in the Think Babies Coalition Repository on ACNJ’s 
website. 
 
ACNJ has published 3 articles for NJAAP’s periodical.  You may download the App at NewJerseyPediatrics (for free) to 
read the articles or you may view them here. 
Spring Issue:  http://dashboard.mazsystems.com/webreader/61052 
Summer Issue: http://dashboard.mazsystems.com/webreader/62276 
 
The Zero To Three Annual Conference will be held on Oct 1-4 in Ft Lauderdale.  
 
Next Meeting:  September 17th 9:30 at the Rutgers Inn and Conference Center 

http://dashboard.mazsystems.com/webreader/61052
http://dashboard.mazsystems.com/webreader/62276

